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Creating an army with the Mortem et Gloriam Army Lists 
Use the army lists to create your own customised armies using the Mortem et Gloriam Army Builder. 

There are few general rules to follow: 
1. An army must have at least 2 generals and can have no more than 4. 
2. You must take at least the minimum of any troops noted and may not go beyond the maximum of any. 
3. No army may have more than two generals who are Talented or better.  
4. Unless specified otherwise, all elements in a UG must be classified identically. Unless specified otherwise, if an optional characteristic is 

taken, it must be taken by all the elements in the UG for which that optional characteristic is available. 
5. Any UGs can be downgraded by one quality grade and/or by one shooting skill (Skilled to Experienced or Experienced to Unskilled) 

representing less strong, tired, or understrength troops. If any bases are downgraded all in the UG must be downgraded. So Average-
Experienced skirmishers can always be downgraded to Poor-Unskilled.  

6. Points are shown for troops with all mandatory characteristics applied. Points have been rounded to the nearest whole number. If quality or 
shooting skill is downgraded, then the points (including the points for any optional characteristics) will need to be adjusted. 

7. An army entirely of Cavalry, Chariots, Camelry or Infantry with the Dismountable characteristic may choose the No Camp option. 
 
Where allies are allowed, they must conform to the following rules: 

1. An ally must be a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 4 UGs. 
2. They must take enough UGs to get them to at least 50% of the minimums in the list being used. 
3. They can thereafter take any troops up to the maximum to create the rest of the allied contingent. 
4. Unless specified in the notes, the general must be the same type as the army commander in their own army’s list but cannot be legendary. 

Usually this results in 1-3 UGs being compulsory and you having full flexibility on the rest. 
 
Where an internal ally is allowed, and no contingent is specified they must conform to the following rules: 

1. Each internal ally must be a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 4 UGs. 
2. The total number of troops taken of each type in the entire army must not exceed the maxima for that troop type. 
3. They must take enough UGs to get them to at least 50% of the minimums in the list if there is enough allowance for a UG after the core army 

itself has taken the minimum. For example: An army has 4-12 cavalry (UG size 4,6) and 18-32 spearmen (UG size 6,8,9) as compulsory troops 
with 2 internal allies. The core army must take 4 cavalry and at least 18 spearmen. The first ally must take 4 cavalry and at least 9 spearmen. 
The second ally must take 4 cavalry but cannot take the 9 spearmen as this would exceed the 32 spearmen limit for the army. 
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4. If a list requires a proportion of a troop type to be upgraded or regraded, then the army as a whole must comply with this requirement.  
Internal allies do not have to comply these requirements. For example: ¼ to ¾ of Turcomans must be upgraded from Experienced to Skilled 
shooting. An internal ally might have all Experienced as long as the army as a whole has ¼ to ¾ Skilled. 

5. They can thereafter take any troops up to the maximum to create the rest of the allied contingent. 
Usually this results in 1-3 UGs being compulsory and you having full flexibility on the rest. 
 
As a courtesy to your opponent when you deploy your troops, you should describe each UG fully; type, training, quality, protection, melee 
weaponry, shooting skill and weaponry and characteristics.  You should also explain how any unusual troop types in your army function and any 
special rules including Stakes, Caltrops, Barricades and Obstacles and troop types such as Battle Wagons. 
 
The easiest way to calculate points is to use the downloadable on-line army builder at www.mortem-et-gloriam.co.uk.  Use this and all you do is use 
drop downs for the troop classifications and it does all the work for you.  For those who prefer pen and paper, or who want to doodle some 
approximate designs before loading an army up, we have provided the points values with the lists. If a discrepancy exists in the points values 
between these lists and the army builder, then the army builder has the correct value. 

Friendly and Scenario Games 
Feel free to vary the troop classifications for friendly and scenario games. An interesting aspect of scenario games can be to see what the effect is from 
representing troops in a different manner. 
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Historical Introduction 
The Byzantine Empire was the continuation of the Roman Empire in the East. Constantine I (r. 324-337) reorganised the empire and established his 
new capital at Byzantium which was renamed “Constantinople” in his honour. It remained the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire for over 1000 
years. Theodosius I (r. 375-395) was the last emperor to rule both the eastern and western halves of the Roman Empire. The empire continued to use 
Latin until the reign of Heraclius (r. 610-641) when Greek was adopted for official use. 

The 5th century saw the collapse of the Western Roman Empire as Britain was abandoned and then Gaul, Spain and Italy were overrun by various 
German and Gothic tribes. In 410 Rome was sacked. In 423 Aetius became Magister Militum. Although he never sought to become Emperor, backed 
by Hunnic troops and the Eastern court he was the most powerful figure in the Western Roman Empire for the next thirty years. 

In 429 the Roman commander in North Africa, Boniface, invited the Vandals under King Geseric to cross over from modern Spain to Africa to aid 
him. Once there they could not be removed, and by 439 they had captured Carthage. The Vandal fleets pillaged the coasts of the western 
Mediterranean and in 455 Rome was sacked again. 

In 444 the Huns were united under Attila. By 450 he had extorted huge sums from the Eastern Roman Empire. In 451 he invaded Gaul and was 
defeated by a combined force of barbarians settled within the Roman Empire led by Aetius. Atilla invaded Italy in the following year but withdrew. 
He died a year later.  Aetius was assassinated in 454. 

In 468 the Eastern Empire assembled a large army to secure Italy and retake Africa. Geseric defeated this invasion force. In September 476, Odoacer 
forced the 16-year-old Romulus Augustus to abdicate and installed himself as ruler of Italy. By convention, this is the point at which the Western 
Roman Empire ended.  In 488 Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, invaded Italy at the orders of the Eastern Emperor Zeno, founded an Ostrogothic 
kingdom at Ravenna and killed Odoacer in 491. Theodoric ruled Italy until his death in 526. 

In 527, Justinian I, became the Eastern Roman emperor. Under his rule, the Byzantine Empire reached its greatest extent after reconquering much of 
the western Mediterranean coast including North Africa, Italy and Rome. Part of his success was due to his general, Flavius Belisarius. Belisarius 
fought against the Sassanid Persians. From 533-534 he commanded the Byzantine expedition which recaptured North Africa. Between 535 and 540 he 
fought the Ostrogothic Kingdom of Italy, capturing Rome and Ravenna. He was then recalled to fight against the Persians. After an indecisive 
campaign he returned to Italy but was starved of resources by Justinian. Justinian sent Narses to replace Belisarius who decisively defeated the Goths 
in 552 at Taginae.  In 559 Belisarius was brought out of retirement to command against a Bulgar invasion that threatened Constantinople itself.  
Despite being severely outnumbered he defeated the Bulgars. 
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In 568 the Langobards (Lombards) invaded Italy, joined by numerous Saxons, Heruls, Gepids, Bulgars and Thuringians. By late 569 they had 
conquered all of northern Italy as well as occupying parts of central and Southern Italy. They established the Lombard Kingdom which although 
conquered by Charlemagne, continued to rule southern parts of Italy until the 11th century when they were conquered by the Normans. 

During the 6th and 7th centuries a series of epidemics struck which devastated the population and contributed to a significant weakening of the 
Empire. After the death of Justinian in 568 the Empire was threatened by the Avars and Slavs crossing the Danube and the Persians in the east. In 602 
the Sassanid Khosrau II invaded and quickly conquered the eastern provinces of the Empire including Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine and Egypt. In 
626 Constantinople was besieged by Avars and Slavs to the north and Persians from the South. The Emperor Heraclius adopted the strategy of sailing 
up the Black Sea and invading the Persian heartland. The Persians withdrew and Khosrau II was assassinated (628).  The lost provinces were restored 
to the Empire, but most of the Balkans were lost to the Slavs. 

From 634, the Arabs, newly united by Mohammed, invaded and conquered Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Mesopotamia.  These provinces were never to 
be recaptured. The Arabs sent frequent raiding parties into Asia Minor.  In the 670s the Bulgars were pushed south of the Danube by the arrival of the 
Khazars.  Between 674 and 678 the Arabs laid siege to Constantinople itself.  The Arabs were eventually repulsed and a thirty-year truce signed with 
the Umayyad Caliphate. 

The 8th and 9th centuries saw a decline in urban culture. Only the accession of Basil I in 867, which marks the beginning of the Macedonian Dynasty, 
would see a revival and resurgence in the Empire. On the Eastern front the Empire rebuilt its defences and took the offensive against the Abbasid 
caliphate. Byzantine power in Southern Italy was consolidated and would remain in the Empire for the next 200 years.  The 10th century saw slow but 
steady progress in Syria and the capture of Crete in 963 and Cyprus in 965. 

In 894 the Bulgars invaded the Empire under Simeon I. In 896 the Byzantines were defeated at Boulgarophygon and agreed to pay annual subsidies. 
The Byzantines were defeated again in 917 and Constantinople faced another siege in 924. The sudden death of Simeon in 927 saw the collapse of 
the Bulgar threat. In 968 Bulgaria was overrun by the Rus, but they were defeated in 971 and Eastern Bulgaria re-incorporated into the Byzantine 
Empire. Bulgar revolts continued until the Bulgars were effectively annihilated at Kleidon in 1014. By 1018 the Empire had restored the Danube 
frontier which had not been held since the reign of the emperor Heraclius. 
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         Maximus Army Lists 
Calculating points 
Army points are calculated as follows: 

Generals - Maximus 

Type of general
Army Commander Sub-general Ally general 

Professional Instinctive Professional Instinctive Professional Instinctive 
Legendary 1600 1400 n/a n/a 800 700 

Talented 1100 900 850 700 650 600 
Competent 700 550 600 450 300 250 

Mediocre 250 0 400 250 100 50 

Camps 

Type of camp Poor Average Superior  
Unfortified 108 180 252 

A flexible camp is deployed as a fortified camp when 
defending and a mobile camp when invading. 
No camp deploys a poor mobile camp when defending 
and no camp at all when invading. 

Fortified 216 360 504 
Flexible 180 300 420 
Mobile 126 210 294 

No camp 378 N/A N/A 

UGs 
For each UG multiply the cost shown in the list (adjusting for any optional characteristics) by the number of bases. 

Notes 
1. Points values for skirmishers in Magna and Pacto are greater than in Maximus as SuGs shoot at full effect with only two ranks. 
2. For further details on how points are calculated visit the Mortem et Gloriam website. 
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3301 

Romano-Moorish Kingdoms 
428 to 696 CE 

Historical Notes 
Moorish kingdoms formed in the 3rd century when inland areas were taken over by Berber tribes and Roman rule confined to the coast. Independence was gained with the Vandal 
invasion of North Africa in 429 and maintained until the Byzantine conquest in 534.  Fighting continued from 535 to 539 and 546 to 548. Some kingdoms then maintained their 
independence until conquered by the Arabs at the end of the 7th century. 

Troop Notes 
Light cavalry with javelins remained the core of Moorish and Berber armies of this period. 
Procopius describes how the Moors took shelter being a rampart of camels and fought on foot. 

Historical Enemies 
Foederate Roman 2518; Arab Conquest 3102; Umayyad in Africa and Spain 3104; Romano-Moorish Kingdoms 3301; African Vandal 3303; Early Byzantine 3309; Maurikian 
Byzantine 3310; Thematic Byzantine 3317. 

Kingdoms and Rulers 
The Kingdom the Moors and Romans is first known from the inscriptions of Masuna. Known kings are: 

Masuna c. 508 – 535 CE
Mastigas 535 – 541
Sotzas 541 – 545
John 545 – 546
Garmul c. 570 – 58

 
The Kingdom of the Aures was a smaller Berber state in the Aures mountains.  Known kings are: 

Masties c. 484 – c.516
Iabdas c. 516 – 539
Dihya 688 – 703
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3301 

Romano-Moorish Kingdoms 
Battles and Campaigns 

Invasion of Vandals (Moorish independence) 429 CE 
Rebellion of Aures against Vandal king Huneric 476
Victory of Cabaon (Moorish victory over the Vandals) 523
Vandalic War (Byzantine and allied Moorish victory over the Vandals) 533 – 534
Battle of Cillium (Moorish victory over a Byzantine army under Solomon) 544
Battle of Mamma (Byzantine army under John Troglita victorious over the Moors of Byzacena) 546 or 547
Battle of the Plain of Gallica (Moorish victory over army of John Troglita) 547
Battle of the Fields of Cato (Byzantine army under John Troglita victorious over the Moors) 548
Byzantine War with Garmul c. 569 – 579
Battle of Meskiana (Berber victory over Ummayad army) 698

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-1 Terrain

0-3 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior Experienced 0
Protected Javelin 6

Average Experienced 6
Unprotected Javelin 36

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 56

Average -  
Protected - All

Average Unskilled  

Protected Javelin Any

Poor - 0
Unprotected - 10

Average Skilled 12
Unprotected Javelin 30

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 12

Any Instinctive 429 CE to 696 CE

Any Instinctive Plains, Desert, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals
Any Instinctive (up to 1 Vandal) or 0-1 Any Professional 
(Byzantine deserter) Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

- - 138 Shoot & Charge (10) 4,6
Formed Flexible

Note: Nobles must be in the Army Commander's command. 

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Nobles
CAVALRY

4,6
Formed Flexible

Warriors
INFANTRY

Short Spear Fleet of Foot 50 Shoot & Charge (6) 6,8,9
Tribal Loose

Cavalry
CAVALRY

- - 71 Shoot & Charge (10)

6,8,9
Tribal Flexible

Place warriors behind 
tethered camels  (only 
Austuriani)

INFANTRY
- Barricades 98 - 6,8,9

Tribal Close

Upgrade warriors (only 
Ifuraces)

INFANTRY
Short Spear Melee Expert 83 -

8,9,10
Tribal Loose

Best light horse
CAVALRY

- - 67 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Farmers seeking plunder
INFANTRY

- - 20 Combat Shy (-9)

Light horse
CAVALRY

- - 47 Combat Shy (-4)

Romano-Moorish Kingdoms3301

Notes

An internal allied command may be from a different kingdom.
A Romano-Moorish allied contingent in another army cannot be from a kingdom named in this list unless specified. Allies from this list may be taken after 696 CE.
This army may use Feigned Flight.

4,6
Skirmisher
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Romano-Moorish Kingdoms3301

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 18

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Sling 9

Average - 0
Protected - 8

Average Experienced 0
Protected Bow 12

List

3318

- - 29 Combat Shy (-4) 6,9
Skirmisher

4,6
Formed Loose

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 -

Archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Renamed list (from Later Moorish). Adjusted start date to Vandal invasion of Africa.

Byzantine deserters - only from 546 to 548 CE

Byzantine deserters
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 135

Allies
Byzantine allies - Thematic Byzantine (from 681 to 688 CE)

- 4,6
Drilled Loose

Note: Byzantine deserters must be in their own command under an ally general.  

Vandal refugees - only from 533 to 548 CE

Vandals
CAVALRY

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

6,9
Skirmisher

Changes from last version

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 103 Melee Expert (23)

Note: Vandal refugees must be in their own command under an ally general.  
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3302 

Eastern Later Roman 
441 to 493 CE 

Historical Notes 
This list covers the Eastern Roman Empire from the failure of the expedition to retake Africa until the reforms of Anastasius I. 

Troop Notes 
Mid fifth century Roman armies consisted of praesental (central) field armies, comitatenses (field armies), limitanei (frontier forces), bucellarii (private retainers), foederatii (barbarians 
employed by the Roman army) and temporary allies. 

Historical Enemies 
Heruli 2119; Gepid 2120; Hunnic 2121; Blemmye 2210; Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin 2213; Middle Sassanid Persian 2614; Eastern Later Roman 3302; African Vandal 3303; Sabir 3304; 
Sassanid Persian 3306; Italian Ostrogothic 3308; Early Byzantine 3309; Southern Slav 3501. 

Eastern Roman Emperors 
Theodosius II 408 – 450 CE 
Marcian 450 – 457 
Leo I 457 – 474 
Leo II 474
Zeno 474 – 475, 476 – 491
Basiliscus 475 – 476 
Anastasius I 491 - 518 
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3302 

Eastern Later Roman 
Battles and Campaigns 

Hun raid on Pannonia (led by Attila) 441 CE 
Hun raid on Ratiara and Naissus 442
Hunnic Invasion under Atilla against Constantinople 447
Battle of the River Utus (Roman army intercepts the Huns. Heavy losses on both sides) 447
Nobatae and Blemmye invasion of Egypt (defeated by Roman army under Florus) 453 or 454 
Ostrogoth revolt in Pannonia against the Romans 456 or 459 
Romans aid Sciri against the Ostrogoths 464
Hunnic invasion of the Balkans 465 – 467 
Battle of Serdica (Romans under Anthemiuys defeat Huns under Dengizich) 466
Western and Eastern Roman invasion of Vandal Africa (defeated at Cape Bon) 468
Roman - Persian War (Romans under Jordanes defeat Persian invasion) 469
Eastern Roman invasion of Libya from Egypt (Gaiseric seeks peace) 470 or 471 
Ostrogothic invasion of the Balkans 473 – 474 
Saracen invasion of Roman Mesopotamia 474
Hunnic invasion of Thrace 474
Battle near Antioch (Roman army under Zeno with Ostrogoths defeats army of Illus) 484
Ostrogothic revolt against the Romans 486 – 488 
Isaurian War 491 – 498 
Battle of Cotyaeum (Byzantine army defeats Isaurians) 492

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average Unskilled 6
Protected Javelin 12
Average Experienced

Protected Bow Any
Average Experienced 0

Protected Javelin 6
Average - 0

Protected - 12
Superior -  
Protected - Up to half
Average - 0

ArmHrs/F Armoured - 6
Average - 0

Protected - 6
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 6
Superior Experienced 0
Protected Darts 8
Average Experienced 12

Protected Darts 36

Eastern Later Roman3302

Notes

A single TUG of equites, equites equipped as horse archers, equites illyricani, or equites alani may be upgraded to Superior.

6,8
Drilled Flexible

Legionaries or auxilia
INFANTRY

Short Spear
Shieldwall, Shield 

Cover
107 Orb (2) 4,6,8

Drilled Flexible

Auxilia palatina
INFANTRY

Short Spear
Shieldwall, Shield 

Cover
146 Orb (3)

4,6
Drilled Loose

Alan or Hun mercenaries
CAVALRY

- Melee Expert 109 Shoot & Charge (10) 4,6
Formed Flexible

Equites alani or similar
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 115 Melee Expert (23)

4,6
Formed Loose

Equites clibinarii
CAVALRY

Long Spear
Devastating Chargers, 

Shove
167 - 4,6

Formed Close

Upgrade foederate cavalry
CAVALRY

- Devastating Chargers 131 Melee Expert (32)

4,6
Drilled Loose

Foederate cavalry
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 90 Melee Expert (23) 4,6
Formed Loose

Regrade Equites equipped as 
horse archers

CAVALRY
Short Spear - 135 -

4,6
Drilled Loose

Equites illyricani or similar
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 122 Shoot & Charge (10) 4,6
Drilled Flexible

Equites
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 105
Melee Expert (23), 

Shoot & Charge (4)

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Professional 441 CE to 493 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor, Average or 
Superior
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Eastern Later Roman3302

Average Experienced 0
Protected Bow 12
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 12
Average - 0

Protected - 24
Average Charge Only

Protected Javelin All or none
Average -  

Protected - Up to half
Average -

Protected - All or none

Average Unskilled 0
Protected Javelin 30
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 8
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 12
Average Experienced  

Unprotected Bow All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18

Regrade upgraded foederate 
infantry

INFANTRY
Impact Weapon - 72 - 6,8

Tribal Flexible
Note: If any foederate infantry (upgraded or not) are regraded, then all must be.

6,9
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 -

4,6
Skirmisher

Upgrade equites sagitarii
CAVALRY

- Cantabrian 73 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Equites sagitarii
CAVALRY

- - 57 Combat Shy (-4)

6,8,9
Tribal Loose

Equites mauri or similar
CAVALRY

- - 47
Cantabrian (16), 
Combat Shy (-4)

4,6
Skirmisher

Isaurians (from 466 CE)
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 60 Shoot & Charge (2)

6,8
Tribal Flexible

Upgrade foederate infantry
INFANTRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 77 - 6,8
Tribal Flexible

Foederate infantry
INFANTRY

- Devastating Chargers 70 -

Regrade foederate infantry
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 72 - 6,8
Tribal Flexible

6,8
Drilled Loose

Auxilary archers (from 461 
CE)

INFANTRY
- - 54 Combat Shy (-14) 6,8

Formed Loose

Auxilary archers (before 461 
CE)

INFANTRY
- - 80 Combat Shy (-22)
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Eastern Later Roman3302

List

2118
2213

Allies
Ostrogothic allies - Greuthingi or Early Ostrogoth (from 455 CE)
Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin allies

Changes from last version
Date restriction on Ostrogothic allies. Minima for equites. Increased maximum for legionaries or auxilia.

Only one external ally may be taken.
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3303 

African Vandal 
442 to 535 CE 

Historical Notes 
The Vandals under Geiseric with some Alans crossed to Africa in 429 CE at the request of Boniface (Bonifacius), the military ruler of the region. Procopius asserts that the Vandals 
and Alans numbered 80,000 when they moved to North Africa. They quickly fell out with Boniface and by 432 had captured Numidia, despite Boniface receiving reinforcements 
from both Western and Eastern Roman Empires. Geiseric went on to capture Carthage in 439. Conquering Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and the Balearic Islands, he built his kingdom into 
a powerful state. During the next thirty-five years, with a large fleet, Geiseric looted the coasts of the Eastern and Western Empires and in 455 sacked Rome. In 460 and 468 the 
Vandals defeated Roman expeditions attempting to recapture Rome. 
In 533 the Byzantine Emperor Justinian I declared war and sent an expedition under Belisarius. The Vandals were defeated twice and by 534 had surrendered. The choicest Vandal 
warriors were formed into five cavalry regiments, known as Vandali Iustiniani, and stationed on the Persian frontier. 

Troop Notes 
Having conquered Africa, the Vandals switched to fighting mounted.  Vandals would however fight on foot if raiding from ships. 

Historical Enemies 
Foederate Roman 2518; Later Foederate Roman 2519; Romano-Moorish Kingdoms 3301; Eastern Later Roman 3302; African Vandal 3303; Italian Ostrogothic 3308; Early Byzantine 
3309. 

Vandal Kings 
Gaiseric 428 – 477 CE 
Huneric 477 – 484 
Gunthamund 484 – 496 
Thrasamund 496 – 523 
Hilderic 523 – 530 
Gelimer 530 - 534 
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3303 

African Vandal 
Battles and Campaigns 

Revolt of Vandal nobility suppressed by Geiseric 442 CE 
Sack of Rome by Geiseric, king of the Vandals 455
Vandal raid on Corsica (defeated by Ricimer) 456
Vandal raid on Sicily (driven off by Ricimer) 456
Battle of Garigliano (Roman army under Majorian defeats Vandal raiding party) 457
Western and Eastern Roman invasion of Vandal Africa (defeated at Cape Bon) 468
Eastern Roman invasion of Libya from Egypt (Gaiseric seeks peace) 470 or 471 
Rebellion of Aures against Vandal king Huneric 476
Victory of Cabaon (Moorish victory over the Vandals) 523
Vandalic War (Byzantine and allied Moorish victory over the Vandals) 533 – 534 
Battle of Ad Decimum (Byzantine victory over the Vandals) 533
Battle of Tricamarum (Byzantine victory over the Vandals) 533

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior - 0
Protected - 18
Superior -  
Protected - Up to half

Average - 12
Protected - 64

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Average Skilled 0
Unprotected Javelin 6

African Vandal3303

Note: A command may not have more than one TUG of best cavalry.

Note: The minimum applies only if cavalry are taken.

4,6
Skirmisher

Moors
CAVALRY

- - 67 Combat Shy (-4)

4,6
Formed Loose

Alans (before 500 CE)
CAVALRY

- - 57
Cantabrian (16), 
Combat Shy (-4)

4,6
Skirmisher

Vandal cavalry
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 103 Melee Expert (23)

4,6
Formed Loose

Upgrade best Vandal cavalry
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 145 Melee Expert (32) 4,6
Formed Loose

Best Vandal cavalry
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 145 -

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 442 CE to 535 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry
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African Vandal3303

Superior - 0
Protected - 18
Superior Charge Only
Protected Javelin All or none

Average - 18
Protected - 120
Average Charge Only

Protected Javelin All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 18

List

3301

- 6
Tribal Flexible

Regrade dismounted best 
Vandals

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 72 - 6,8,9

Tribal Flexible

Regrade dismounted best 
Vandals

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 98

Allies
Moorish allies - Romano-Moorish Kingdoms

Note: An army containing Vandal infantry cannot include any cavalry or Moorish allies and can only have Coastal territory type.

Note: A command may not have more than one TUG of best infantry. If dismounted Vandals are regraded, best Vandals must be regraded.

Tribal Flexible

Devastating Chargers
Tribal Flexible

Only if no cavalry are taken

Dimounted best Vandals
INFANTRY

- Devastating Chargers 98 - 6

None

Changes from last version

- 6,9

70

Skirmisher

- 6,8,9

Skirmishers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25

Dismounted Vandals
INFANTRY

-
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3304 

Sabir 
450 to 582 CE 

Historical Notes 
The Sabirs although referred to as ancient sources as Huns, were probably of Turkic descent and related to the Khazars. They lived north of the Caucasus, on the eastern shores of the 
Black Sea. They fought for both the Byzantines and Sassanid Persians at different times and were skilled in fighting on foot and in siege warfare.  They are first mentioned by Priscus 
in 463 CE and last mentioned in connection with the Byzantine conquest in Caucasian Albania c. 580. They were probably assimilated into the Khazar or Bulgar confederations. 

Troop Notes 
Sabir are recorded as both fighting as horse archers and as having effective foot. 

Historical Enemies 
Alan 2111; Hunnic 2121; Foederate Roman 2518; Middle Sassanid Persian 2614; Armenian 2804; Eastern Later Roman 3302; Sabir 3304; Sassanid Persian 3306; Early Byzantine 3309; 
Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Early Bulgar 3506. 

Battles and Campaigns 
Sabirs attack Saragurs, Oghurs and Onogurs 463 CE 
Sabir raid over the Caucasus 504
Sabir invasion of Armenia and Cappadocia 515
Battle of Satala (Byzantine army defeats Sassanid army, Sassanid army included 3,000 Sabirs 530
Sabirs, Alans and Lazicans conquer Petra from the Persians 548
Sabirs allied to Byzantine general Bessas capture Petra 551 
Sabir and Arabs (allied to the Persians) raid Byzantine territory  578 

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 1-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior Experienced 0
Protected Bow 12

Average Experienced 12
Unprotected Bow 36

Average Skilled
Unprotected Bow Up to half

Average - 0
Protected - 24
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 24

Sabir3304

Note: A command may not have more than one TUG of Nobles and followers.

Changes from last version
None.

6,8
Tribal Loose

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 48 -

4,6
Formed Flexible

Foot 6,8,9
Tribal Loose

Upgrade horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 129 -

INFANTRY
- Devastating Chargers 60 Melee Expert (16)

4,6
Formed Loose

Horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 94 - 4,6
Formed Flexible

Nobles and followers
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 161 Shoot & Charge (10)

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 450 CE to 582 CE

Any Instinctive Plains

Internal Allied Generals Mobile; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry
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3305 

Langobard 
489 to 584 CE 

Historical Notes 
The first mention of the Langobards (Long Beards) is by Paterculus who says that under Tiberius the power of the Langobardi was broken, a race surpassing even the Germans in 
savagery. They survived during the next four centuries.  In 489 CE it is believed they migrated from the shores of the Elbe to former territories of the Burgundi possibly on the Oder. 
In the 540s, Audoin (ruled 546 to 560) led the Langobards across the Danube into Pannonia, where they received imperial subsidies as Justinian encouraged them to battle the 
Gepids. In 552, the Byzantines aided by a large contingent of Foederati, notably Langobards, Heruls and Bulgars, defeated the last Ostrogoths led by Teia in the Battle of Taginae. 
Audoin was succeeded by his son Alboin. In 568 joined by numerous Saxons, Heruls, Gepids, Bulgars and Thuringians he invaded Italy. By late 569 they had conquered all of 
northern Italy as well as occupying parts of central and Southern Italy and established the Lombard Kingdom. 

Troop Notes 
The Langobards were largely fought as a mounted aristocracy with poorer free (or recently freed) men fighting on foot. 
Archers carried shields. 

Historical Enemies 
Heruli 2119; Gepid 2120; Suevi 2313; Thuringii 2317; Langobard 3305; Italian Ostrogothic 3308; Early Byzantine 3309; Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Tolosan Visigoth 3401; 
Burgundian 3405; Provencal 3406; Southern Slav 3501; Bavarian 3504; Avar 3505. 

Langobard Kings 
Claffo c. 500 CE 
Tato Early 6th century
Wacho 510 – 539 
Walthari 539 – 546 
Audoin 546 – 565 
Alboin 565 – 572 
Cleph 572 – 574 

The reign of Cleph was followed by the Rule of the Dukes, a ten year interregnum. 
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3305 

Langobard 
Battles and Campaigns 

Lombards defeat Heruls under Rodulf who is killed 508 CE 
Lombard-Gepid Wars 548 – 552 
Battle of Asfeld (Lombards under Alboin victorious over the Gepids under Thurisind) 551 or 552 
Lombard-Gepid War Lombards under Alboin and Avars victorious over the Gepids under Cunimund) 567
Lombard conquest of Northern Italy 569 – 574 
Lombard invasion of Burgundy (repulsed) 574
Lombard invasion of Provence and Burgundy (repulsed) 575
Austrasian and Burgundian invasion of Lombardy (defeated) 584

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior - 0
Protected - 18
Superior -  
Protected - Up to half

Average - 12
Protected - 24

Average - 0
Protected - 60
Average - 0

Protected - 18
Average Charge Only

Protected Javelin All or none
Average Experienced 0

Protected Bow 24
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18

List

2316
2313
3506

72 - 6,8,9
Tribal Flexible

Langobard

70 -

4,6
Formed Loose

Melee Expert (23) 4,6

Melee Expert (23), 
Dismountable (5)

4,6
Formed Loose

Melee Expert (32), 
Dismountable (7)

4,6

3305

Allies
Suevi allies (from 526 CE)
Saxon allies - Old Saxon (from 568 to 574 CE)

Note: A command may not have more than one TUG of Noble cavalry.

Note: Cavalry dismount as Tribal Flexible, Devastating Chargers and Melee Expert (if taken) of equivalent quality.

6,8,9
Tribal Flexible

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 65 Combat Shy (-22) 6,8
Tribal Loose

Suevi allies may not be taken with other allies. Bulgar and Saxon allies may be taken together.

- 6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40

Bulgar allies - Early Bulgar (from 568 CE)

Followers on foot
INFANTRY

- Devastating Chargers

Regrade followers on foot
INFANTRY

Short Spear -

Followers
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 90
Formed Loose

Cavalry
CAVALRY

- Devastating Chargers 93

CAVALRY
- Devastating Chargers 131

Upgrade noble cavalry
CAVALRY

- Devastating Chargers 131
Formed Loose

Dismountable (7)

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 489 CE to 584 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry

Noble cavalry
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Changes from last version
None.
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3306 

Sassanid Persian 
489 to 628 CE 

Historical Notes 
In 488 CE Kavadh I came to the throne. With the support of the Hephthalites he launched a campaign against the Byzantine Empire, but a peace treaty was negotiated in 506.  In 525 
an attempt by the Iberians to switch their allegiance led him to wage a second war. The Byzantines were repulsed at Nisibis (527) but then under Belisarius beat the Persians at Dara 
(530). A second Persian army was defeated at Satala but the Persians defeated Belisarius at Callinicum (531) and a further peace treaty was negotiated. In 540 Khosrau I, son of 
Kavadh, broke the treaty. After initial success, fighting concentrated on the region of Lazica, south of the Caucasus mountains by the Black Sea. A peace treaty in 562 recognised 
Lazica as part of the Byzantine sphere of influence. War again broke out when Armenia and Iberia revolted from Sassanid control in 571. After earlier successes, Khosrau was severely 
defeated outside Melitene (576). The Armenian revolt came to an end with Armenia back in the Sassanid Empire. War continued with the Byzantines until Khosrau II asked the 
Byzantine Emperor Maurice for assistance to defeat Bahram who had seized the throne. When restored to power Khosrau II handed control of western Armenia and Iberia to the 
Byzantines. When Maurice was overthrown Khosrau used this as a pretext for a new invasion.  The Persians benefited from civil war in the Byzantine empire and conquered Syria in 
611 and Egypt by 621. The Persians however were overstretched, and the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius led a successful counterattack between 622 and 627. Khosrau II was 
overthrown and murdered by his son Kavadh II in 628. 

Troop Notes 
By the late fifth century the Sassanid army was relying less on cataphract cavalry and also employing more Daylamite infantry. 

Historical Enemies 
Alan 2111; Axumite 2212; Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin 2213; Southern Pre-Islamic Arabian 2214; Hephthalite 2615; Armenian 2804; Eastern Later Roman 3302; Sabir 3304; Sassanid 
Persian 3306; Daylamite 3307; Early Byzantine 3309; Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Heraklian Byzantine 3312; Gokturk 4404. 

Rulers 
Kavad I 488 – 496, 498 – 531 CE 
Jamasp 496 – 498 
Khosrow I 531 – 579 
Hormizd IV 579 – 590 
Khosrow II 590, 591 – 628 
Bahram VI Chobin 590 - 591 
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3306 

Sassanid Persian 
Battles and Campaigns 

Battle of Shiraz (Shapur of Ray defeats Sukhra on behalf of Kavad I) 493 CE
Anastasian War (Byzantine and Sassanid conflict. Bedouins on both sides) 502 - 506
Battle of Apadna (Persians defeat a Byzantine army) 503
Sabir raid over the Caucasus 504
Sassanian campaign against Hephthalites in Seistan and Khorasan 508 - 512
Iberian War (Byzantine and Sassanid conflict. Ghassanids support the Byzantines, Lakhmids the Persians) 526-532
Battle of Thannuris (Sassanid victory over the Byzantines and Ghassanid allies) 528
Battle of Dara (Byzantine and Ghassanid allies victory over the Sassanids and Lahkmid allies) 530
Battle of Satala (Byzantine army defeats Sassanid army) 530
Battle of Callinicum (Sassanid and Lahkmid allies victory over Byzantine and Ghassanids) 531
Sassanian invasion of Syria (capturing Sura and sacking Antioch) 540
Lazic War (resulting in the Byzantines paying tribute in return for Sassanid Persia recognising Lazica as a Byzantine vassal state) 541 - 562
Battle of Anglon (Byzantine invasion of Sassanid Armenia defeated) 543
Sabirs, Alans and Lazicans conquer Petra from the Persians 548
Battle of Bukhara (or Gol-Zarriun) (Sasanian and Gokturks decisively defeat the Hepthalites) c.557
Battle of Gol-Zarriun (Sassanids allied with the Gokturks defeat the Hephthalites) 560
Battle of Hadhramaut (Sasanian victory over an Axumite army) 570
Sassanid conquest of Aden and Sana’a c. 570
Byzantine-Sassanian War (Ghassanids support the Byzantines, Lakhmids the Persians) 572-591
Battle of Sargathon (Byzantine victory) 573
Siege of Dara (captured by Sassanids from Byzantines after a 4 month siege) 573
Battle of Melitene (Byzantines under Justinian defeat Sassanid army returning from raiding Anatolia) 576
Sassanids led by Tamkhosrow defeat Byzantine under Justinian in Armenia 577
Byzanties under Maurice raid Persian territory in Armenia 578 - 580
Sassanid army led by Kardarigan defeats Byzantine army led by John Mystacon at the river Nymphios 582
Battle of Solachon (Byzantine victory over the Sassanids) 586
Battle of Martyropolis (Byzantine victory over the Sassanids) 588
Byzantines lose Martyropolis but defeat Sassanid army at Sisauranon 589
Sassanid conquest of Yemen 575 or 578 
First Perso-Turkic War (Sassanian victory) 588 - 589
Battle of Hyrcanian Rock (Sassanids led by Bahram Chobin ambush army of Turks and Hephthalites) 588
Battle of Blarathon (Byzantine and Sasssanid armies defeat rebel Sassanid army under Bahram Chobin) 591
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3306 

Sassanid Persian 
Battles and Campaigns (continued) 

Byzantine -Sassanian War (Ghassanids support the Byzantines, Lakhmids the Persians) 602-628 CE
Battle of Dhi Qar (Arab victory over the Sassanid Persians) Between 604 and 611 
Second Perso-Turkic War (Sassanian victory) 606 - 607
Battle of Antioch (Sassanid victory over Byzantines) 613
Sassanid conquest of Palestine Prima from the Byzantines 614
Sassanid conquest of Egypt from the Byzantines 618 - 621
Sassanid invasion of Byzantine Asia Minor (reaching Constantinople before withdrawing) 615
Heraclius' invasion of Cappadocia (Byzantines defeating the Sassanid Persians in an engagement referred to as the Battle of Issus) 622
Battle of Sarus (Byzantines defeat Sassanid Persians) 625
Siege of Constantinople (Byzantines repel attacks by Avars, Slavs, Bulgars and Sassanid Persians) 626
Third Perso-Turkic War (Gokturks capture Derbent and Tblisi from the Persians in the Caucasus) 627 - 629
Battle of Nineveh (Byzantines defeat the Persians allowing them to plunder Mesopotamia) 627
Battle of Ray (Muslim army with defecting Sassanid allies defeats Sassanid army) 651

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average - 0
Protected - 6

Average - 0
ArmHrs/F Armoured - 6

Superior Experienced 6
Protected Bow 18
Average Experienced 6

Protected Bow 30

Superior Experienced
Protected Bow All or none
Average Experienced

Protected Bow All or none

Notes
If any Sassanid generals are Professional then all must be.
There must be at least as many asvaran cataphract or asvaran cavalry TuGs as best asvaran cavalry TuGs.

-----

Note: If any best asvaran or asvaran are regraded then all must be.
LIST CHARACTERISTIC: Shower Shooting. Cancels their opponent’s general claim for +1 vs non-charging cavalry who shot. If not running away calculate slowing effect of fire as normal 
but then add a further 1BW to the slowing effect for every S result on the dice. Loose cavalry may not skirmish but may run away.

Regrade both best asvaran and asvaran

Best asvaran
CAVALRY

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Asvaran cataphracts
CAVALRY

Long Spear
Devastating Chargers, 

Shove
167 - 4,6

2,3,4
Tribal Loose

- 4,6

Formed Loose

Best asvaran
CAVALRY

Short Spear -

Sassanid Persian3306

Any 489 CE to 628 CE

Any Standard, Plains, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

Elephants
ELEPHANTS

- Shove 230 -

161

Short Spear Shower Shooting 175 - 4,6
Formed Loose

Note: A Sassanid allied contingent may only contain 1 TuG of 2 elephants.

Asvaran
CAVALRY

Short Spear Shower Shooting 135 - 4,6
Formed Loose

Formed Close

Formed Loose

Asvaran
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 125 - 4,6
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Sassanid Persian3306

Average - 8
Protected - 12

Superior - 0
Protected - 6
Average Unskilled 0

Protected Javelin 12
Poor - 0

Protected - 48
Average - 0

Protected - 12
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 24
Average Experienced 0

Protected Bow 8
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 12
Average Experienced  

Unprotected Bow All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Sling 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 18

- 54 Combat Shy (-14)

Regrade archers
INFANTRY

- - 75 Combat Shy (-22)

Skirmisher

6,8
Formed Loose

6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35

CAVALRY
- - 57 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6

-

4,6
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Upgrade horse archers
CAVALRY

- Cantabrian 73 Combat Shy (-4)

8,9,10
Tribal Close

Horse archers

6,8
Formed Loose

Upgrade levy to neyze-daran
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 72 - 6,8,9
Formed Close

Levy
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 38 -

Archers
INFANTRY

-

4,6
Formed Loose

Dailami guards (from 591 
CE) 

INFANTRY
Impact Weapon - 122 - 6

Drilled Flexible

Armenian cavalry (from 596 
to 617 CE)

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer - 105 Melee Expert (23)

Note: The minima for Armenian cavalry only applies if non-allied Armenian cavalry are used.

Armenian infantry
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 70 - 6,8,9
Formed Loose
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List

3304
3307
2615
4404
2213
2804

Hephthalite allies (until 552 CE)

Lahkmid allies - Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin (until 602 CE)
Armenian subject allies (until 604 CE)

Allies

Daylamite allies 
Sabir allies

Gokturk allies (only in 560 CE)

Changes from last version
Added Gokturk allies.

Sabir and Lahkmid allies may be used together.  Otherwise only one external ally may be chosen.
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3307 

Daylamite 
489 to 899 CE 

Historical Notes 
The highands of Daylam were a mountainous region south of the Caspian Sea. During the Sassanian period, they were ruled by descendants of Gushnap, a Parthian vassal, who 
submitted to the Sassanid emperor Ardashir I. An elite unit of 4000 Dailami were employed by Khosrau II. Muslim sources maintain that following the Sassanid defeat at the Battle of 
al-Qadisiyyah the Dailami defected to the Arab side and converted to Islam. The Daylamites resisted the Arab invasion of their own homeland for several centuries under their own 
local rulers. The Abbasid Caliphate occupied parts of the region, but their control was never very effective. The reliance of the Abbasid Caliphate for mercenary soldiers and the 
conversion of the Daylamites to Islam led to local Arab dynasties including the Buyids and Ziyarids. 

Troop Notes 
Dailami were described by Agathias as "For they both discharge missiles from a distance when occasion arises and engage in hand to hand fighting, and they are expert at charging an 
enemy phalanx and breaking its close-knit ranks with the weight of their charge.  Procopius says, “And they are all foot-soldiers, each man carrying a sword and shield and three 
javelins in his hand (De Bello Persico 8.14.3-9).” 
Further evidence suggests the equipment of the Daylamites of the Sassanian army included swords, shield, battle-axe (tabar-zīn), slings, daggers, spears, and two-pronged javelins 
(zhūpīn) 

Historical Enemies 
Alan 2111; Arab Conquest 3102; Umayyad and Early 'Abbasid 3105; Khurasanian Dynasties 3108; Sassanid Persian 3306; Daylamite 3307. 

Battles and Campaigns 
Sassanid conquest of Yemen (led by Khurrazad a Daylamite and including Daylamite troops) 575 or 578 CE 
Battle of Blarathon (Army of Bahram Chobin included Daylamites) 591
Unsuccessful Umayyad campaign to conquer Daylamite principalities of Jurjan and Tabaristan 716
Abbasid army under Abu al-Khaṣīb Marzuq defeats Dabuyid ruler Khurshid 760 
Abbasid army under al-Hadi defeats rebel Daylamites 785 
Qarinvid ruler Qarin ibn Vindadhhurmuzd defeats Bavandid ruler Shapur 823 
Daylamites revolt in Tabaristan and defeat Taharid forces 864 
Saffarid army under Ya'qub al-Saffar defeats Zaydid army under al-Hasan ibn Zayd 874 

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 1-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average - 24
Protected - 96
Superior - 0
Protected - 24

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 36

Changes from last version
None.

6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- - 29 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

6,8,9

98 - 6

70 Melee Expert (16)

Note: A command may not have more than one TUG of best warriors.

Tribal Flexible

Best warriors
INFANTRY

- Devastating Chargers
Tribal Flexible

Warriors
INFANTRY

- Devastating Chargers

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

3307

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Flexible; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry

Any Instinctive 489 CE to 899 CE

Any Instinctive Mountains

Daylamite
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3308 

Italian Ostrogothic 
493 to 561 CE 

Historical Notes 
In 488 CE Theoderic and his Ostrogoths set out to invade Italy under an agreement with the Eastern Roman emperor Zeno. After 5 years of war, a peace treaty was arranged between 
Odoacer and Theoderic, but at a banquet to celebrate the treaty Theoderic killed Odoacer and a massacre of his supporters followed. 
Theoderic and his Goths were masters of Italy but retained the Roman system of administration.  All military matters remained the exclusive preserve of the Goths who mostly 
settled in northern Italy and kept themselves distinct from the Roman population. 
In 506 Theoderic found himself at war with the Franks who had attacked the Visigothic dominions in Gaul. Through his successes he extended Ostrogothic rule into Provence at the 
expense of the Burgundians. 
In 535 the Byzantine emperor Justinian resolved to reclaim Italy.  Between 535 and 554 a series of wars was fought between the Goths and Byzantines.  In 540 the Byzantines 
captured Ravenna and held much of Italy, but the Goths continued to resist.  By the end of the conflict Italy was devastated.  Consequently, the Byzantines couldn't resist the 
invasion of the Lombards in 568. 

Troop Notes 
Theodoric tried to include the Roman aristocracy into his Italian kingdom but relied primarily on the forces he had led into Italy and the remnant forces of Odoacer. As these troops 
were given land largely taken from Roman nobles, this led to inevitable disputes and tensions.  The troops would fight mounted but could dismount if required. Infantry included 
some Romans but was mainly used to garrison cities. 

Historical Enemies 
Gepid 2120; Burgundi 2311; Alamanni 2312; Eastern Later Roman 3302; African Vandal 3303; Langobard 3305; Early Byzantine 3309; Early Merovingian Frank 3404; Burgundian 
3405; Swabian Duchies 3406; Bavarian 3504. 

Rulers 
Theodoric the Great 489 – 526 CE 
Athalaric 526 – 534 
Amalasuintha (Queen) 534 – 535 
Theodahad 534 - 536 
Witiges 536 – 540 
Ildibad 540 – 541 
Eraric 541
Totila 541 – 552 
Teia 552 – 553 
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3308 

Italian Ostrogothic 
Battles and Campaigns 

Battle of Arles (Ostrogoths decisively defeat the Franks and Burgundians) 510 CE 
Battle of Vézeronce (Burgundians and Ostrogoths under Theodoric the Great defeat the Franks) 524
Gepid invasion of Sirmium (Ostrogoths under Vitiges victorious) 528 or 530 
Gothic War (Byzantine invasion of Italy) 535 - 554
Byzantine conquest of Ostrogothic Sicily (led by Belisarius) 535
Sack of Naples and capture of Rome (by the Byzantines from the Ostrogoths) 536
Siege of Rome (Ostrogoths repelled by Byzantine garrison under Belisarius) 537 - 538
Battle of Treviso (Byzantine army with Heruls defeated by Ostrogothic army under Ildibad) 541
Battle of Faventia (Ostrogothic victory over Byzantine army) 542
Battle of Mucellium (Ostrogothic victory over Byzantine army) 542
Siege of Naples (Ostrogoths under Totila capture Naples) 542 - 543
Siege and sack of Rome (by Ostrogoths from the Byzantines) 545 - 546
Siege of Rome (captured by the Ostrogoths from the Byzantines) 549 - 550
Battle of Taginae (Byzantine army defeats Ostrogothic army under Totila who was killed) 552
Battle of Mos Lactarius (Byzantine army ambushes and defeats Ostrogoths under Teia who was killed) 552

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average - 12
Protected - 54
Superior -  
Protected - Up to half
Superior - 0
Protected - 6

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Average Experienced 0
Protected Bow 6
Average - 0

Protected - 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 24
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8
Poor - 0

Protected - 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18

Italian Ostrogothic3308

Note: Cavalry dismount as Tribal Close, Short Spear of equivalent quality.

6,8,9
Tribal Close

Skirmishers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Levy
INFANTRY

Short Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
44 Combat Shy (-13)

6,8
Tribal Loose

Upgrade archers with 
mantlets

INFANTRY
- Pavise 56 Combat Shy (-14) 6,8

Tribal Loose

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 48 Combat Shy (-14)

4,6
Drilled Loose

Spearmen
INFANTRY

Short Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
73 Combat Shy (-22) 6,8,9

Tribal Close

Byzantine deserters (from 
544 to 552 CE)

CAVALRY
Short Spear - 135 -

4,6
Formed Loose

Huns
CAVALRY

- Melee Expert 109 Shoot & Charge (10) 4,6
Formed Flexible

Best cavalry
CAVALRY

- Devastating Chargers 131
Melee Expert (32), 
Dismountable (7)

4,6
Formed Loose

Upgrade cavalry
CAVALRY

- Devastating Chargers 131 Dismountable (7) 4,6
Formed Loose

Cavalry
CAVALRY

- Devastating Chargers 93
Melee Expert (23), 
Dismountable (5)

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 493 CE to 561 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry
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Italian Ostrogothic3308

List

3405

Allies
Burgundian allies - (from 548 CE)

Changes from last version
None.
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3309 

Early Byzantine 
493 to 578 CE 

Historical Notes 
This list covers the period of Byzantine resurgence after the collapse of the western Roman empire. 
Anastasius was acclaimed as Emperor in 491, overthrowing the Isaurian rule of Zeno. He was sixty years old when he came to the throne. The long established peace with Sassanid 
Persia collapsed when Khavad invaded in 502. The Persians quickly inflicted defeats on the Byzantines in 502 and 503 leading to a negotiated peace in favour of the Persians. 
Justin became Emperor after the death of Anastasius. He took a much more aggressive stance against the Persians and this would lead to war. 
Justin was succeeded by his nephew Justinian who had already been appointed Caesar two years earlier. Under Justinian and his general Belisarius, the Byzantine empire would be 
resurgent, taking Africa back from the Vandals. A long campaign against the Ostrogoths in Italy would result in Byzantine rule being established in Italy. The cost and damage caused 
by the war would however lead to the subsequent conquest of Italy by the Lombards.  

Troop Notes 
With the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, Eastern armies followed the existing trend of relying largely on cavalry although they could still field significant amounts of infantry 
if required. 
Troops described as Huns could have originated from any of the steppe tribes that the Romans encountered. 

Historical Enemies 
Gepid 2120; Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin 2213; Burgundi 2310; Alamanni 2311; Romano-Moorish Kingdoms 3301; Eastern Later Roman 3302; African Vandal 3303; Sabir 3304; 
Langobard 3305; Sassanid Persian 3306; Italian Ostrogothic 3308; Early Byzantine 3309; Tolosan Visigoth 3401; Early Merovingian Frank 3404; Southern Slav 3501; Bavarian 3504; 
Avar 3505; Early Bulgar 3506; Gokturk 4404; Christian Nubian 5901. 

Emperors 
Anastasius I 491 – 518 CE 
Justin I 518 – 527 
Justinian I 527 – 565 
JustinII 565 - 578 
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3309 

Early Byzantine 
Battles and Campaigns 

Anastasian War (Byzantine and Sassanid conflict. Bedouins on both sides) 502 – 506 CE 
Battle of Apadna (Persians defeat a Byzantine army) 503
Revolt of Vitalian against Byzantine Emperor Anastasius 513 – 518 
Battle of Acrae (Vitalian defeats Imperial army of Anastasius) 514
Naval Battle of Constantinople (Defeat of Vitalian) 515
Sabir invasion of Armenia and Cappadocia 515
Iberian War (Byzantine and Sassanid conflict. Ghassanids support the Byzantines, Lakhmids the Persians) 526 – 532 
Battle of Thannuris (Sassanid victory over the Byzantines and Ghassanid allies) 528
Battle of Dara (Byzantine and Ghassanid allies victory over the Sassanids and Lahkmid allies) 530
Battle of Satala (Byzantine army defeats Sassanid army) 530
Battle of Callinicum (Sassanid and Lahkmid allies victory over Byzantine and Ghassanids) 531
Vandalic War (Byzantine and allied Moorish victory over the Vandals) 533 – 534 
Battle of Ad Decimum (Byzantine victory over the Vandals) 533
Battle of Tricamarum (Byzantine victory over the Vandals) 533
Battle of Mamma (Byzantine victory over the Moors) 534
Gothic War (Byzantine invasion of Italy) 535 – 554 
Byzantine conquest of Ostrogothic Sicily (led by Belisarius) 535
Sack of Naples and capture of Rome (by the Byzantines from the Ostrogoths) 536
Siege of Rome (Ostrogoths repelled by Byzantine garrison under Belisarius) 537 – 538 
Battle of Treviso (Byzantine army with Heruls defeated by Ostrogothic army under Ildibad) 541
Battle of Faventia (Ostrogothic victory over Byzantine army) 542
Battle of Mucellium (Ostrogothic victory over Byzantine army) 542
Byzantine capture of Ceuta (Visigoths unable to come to the defense of the city) 542
Siege of Naples (Ostrogoths under Totila capture Naples) 542 – 543 
Siege and sack of Rome (by Ostrogoths from the Byzantines) 545 – 546 
Sclaveni raid Balkans 545 – 551 
Siege of Rome (captured by the Ostrogoths from the Byzantines) 549 – 550 
Battle of Taginae (Byzantine army defeats Ostrogothic army under Totila who was killed) 552
Battle of Mos Lactarius (Byzantine army ambushes and defeats Ostrogoths under Teia who was killed) 552
Battle of the Volturnus (Byzantine army defeats Frankish army) 554
Battle of Bourgaon (Byzantine victory over the Moors) 535
Battle of Membresa or Battle of the Bagradas River (Byzantines under Belisarius defeat rebel forces led by Stotzas) 536
Sassanian invasion of Syria (capturing Sura and sacking Antioch) 540
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3309 

Early Byzantine 
Battles and Campaigns 

Lazic War (esulting in the Byzantines paying tribute in return for Sassanid Persia recognising Lazica as a Byzantine vassal state) 541 – 562 CE 
Battle of Anglon (Byzantine invasion of Sassanid Armenia defeated) 543
Battle of Cillium (Moorish victory over a Byzantine army under Solomon) 544
Battle of Thacia (Moorish army with rebel Byzantine allies defeats Byzantine army) 545
Battle of Sufetula (Byzantine army under John Troglita victorious over the Moors of Byzacena) 546 or 547 
Battle of the Plain of Gallica or Battle of Marta (Moorish victory over Byzantine army of John Troglita and Moorish allies) 547
Battle of the Fields of Cato (Byzantine army under John Troglita victorious over the Moors) 548
Byzantine conquest of Spania from the Visigoths (Malaga, Cartagena, Medina Sidonia, Baza and Gisgonza) 552 – 554 
Battle by the Anastasian Wall (Kutrigur Bulgar victory over the Byzantines) 559
Battle of Melantias (Byzantine victory over the Bulgars) 559
Lombard conquest of Northern Italy 569 – 574 
Visigothic campaign against Byzantine cities in Spain (seizing Córdoba) 570 – 572 
Revolt of Garmul (destroying a Byzantine army in 571, but conquered in 578) 570 – 578 
Byzantine -Sassanian War (Ghassanids support the Byzantines, Lakhmids the Persians) 572 – 591 
Battle of Sargathon (Byzantine victory) 573
Siege of Dara (captured by Sassanids from Byzantines after a 4 month siege) 573
Battle of Melitene (Byzantines under Justinian defeat Sassanid army returning from raiding Anatolia) 576
Gokturk incursion into Black Sea with Utigurs into area and Crimea (capturing Byzantine town Panticapaeum and failing to capture Charsonesus) 576
Sassanids led by Tamkhosrow defeat Byzantines under Justinian in Armenia 577
Sclaveni devastate Thrace 578

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

0-1 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average Experienced 8
Protected Bow 30
Superior Experienced 0
Protected Bow 6
Average - 0

ArmHrs/F Armoured - 4
Superior Experienced 4
Protected Bow 16
Superior -  
Protected - Up to half
Average Experienced 4

Unprotected Bow 12
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 6
Average - 0

Protected - 12

Average - 0

Protected - 6

Average Experienced 0
Protected Darts 48
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8

6,8
Formed Close

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14) 6,8
Formed Loose

Skutatoi
INFANTRY

Short Spear Shieldwall 92 Shield Cover (5)

4,6
Formed Loose

Regrade foederate cavalry as 
Vandal Justiniani (from 535 
CE)

CAVALRY
Short Spear Devastating Chargers 113 Melee Expert (23) 4,6

Drilled Loose

Foederate or symmachoi 
cavalry

CAVALRY
Short Spear Devastating Chargers 103 Melee Expert (23)

4,6
Drilled Loose

Huns
CAVALRY

- Melee Expert 109 Shoot & Charge (10) 4,6
Formed Flexible

Regrade boukellaroi 
CAVALRY

- Devastating Chargers 145 Melee Expert (32)

Drilled Loose

Formed Close

Boukellarioi (from 518 CE)
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 175 Shoot & Charge (10) 4,6
Drilled Loose

Clibinarii (before 518 CE)
CAVALRY

Long Spear
Devastating Chargers, 

Shove
167 - 4

Any Professional 493 CE to 578 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Any Professional Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

4,6
Drilled Loose

Byzantine kavallarioi
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 135 -

Early Byzantine3309

Regrade "Huns"
CAVALRY

- Cantabrian 73 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Upgrade kavallarioi (before 
518 CE)

CAVALRY
Short Spear - 175 - 4,6
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Early Byzantine3309

Average Unskilled 0
Protected Javelin 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 8
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Sling 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 9

Average Experienced  
Protected Bow Any
Average - 12

Protected - 24

List

2804
2213
3304
3404
3301
3305
2807

Added Romano-Moorish and Lazic allies.

Changes from last version

Combat Shy (-22) 6,8
Tribal Close

Note: The minimum for dismounted cavalry applies only if any troops are dismounted.

Sabir and Armenian allies may be taken together. Otherwise only one external ally may be taken.

Allies

Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin allies
Armenian allies

Sabir allies (from 518 to 575 CE)
Frankish allies - Early Merovingian Frank (from 530 to 552 CE)

Lombard allies - Langobard (from 551 to 552 CE)
Moorish allies - Romano-Moorish kingdoms (from 533 to 547 CE)

Lazic allies - Caucasian Iberian (only from 548 to 556 CE)

Formed Loose
Dismount foederate cavalry 
and allied Lombard cavalry

INFANTRY
Short Spear Shieldwall 72

6,9
Skirmisher

Only from 551 CE

Dismount kavallarioi as 
archers

INFANTRY
- Combat Shy 53 - 6,8

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 -

6,9
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

6,8,9
Tribal Loose

Skirmishing cavalry
CAVALRY

- - 47
Cantabrian (16), 
Combat Shy (-4)

4,6
Skirmisher

Isaurians
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 60 Shoot & Charge (2)
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3310 

Maurikian Byzantine 
575 to 650 CE 

Historical Notes 
The Byzantine emperor Maurikios codified current military practice in the Strategikon at the end of the 6th century CE. It excludes the armies of Heraklius that invaded Persia from 
622 to 628 CE. 
This period saw the Byzantines in an extended struggle against the Sassanid Persians. The cost to both sides resulted in the Arabs, motivated by a new religion, able to make 
extensive conquests from both great empires. For the Byzantines, this would result in the loss of Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Africa. On the Balkan front, the arrival of the Avars would 
lead to a collapse of the Danube frontier and most of the Balkans peninsula being occupied by Slavs. 

Troop Notes 
The cavalry mainly consisted of lancers supported by archers and adopted many items of equipment from the Avars, probably including the stirrup. Detached units of horse archers, 
koursoures, were often recruited from Avars or similar tribes. The infantry took on a more defensive role during this period. The Strategikon includes drills that follow earlier Roman 
combat traditions. Later skutatoi wore a mail or lamellar corslet, carried the oval skouta shield and were armed with a 12-to-14-foot spear called a kontarion, hence the option for 
long spear. Javelins or martiobarbuli (darts) were carried by the rear ranks and are classified as integral shooters. 

Historical Enemies 
Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin 2213; Early Arab Conquest 3101; Arab Conquest 3102; Romano-Moorish Kingdoms 3301; Sabir 3304; Langobard 3305; Sassanid Persian 3306; Italian 
Lombard 3311; Early Serbian 3312; Early Croatian 3313; Late Sassanid Persian 3316; Rshtuni Armenian 3317; Tolosan Visigoth 3401; Later Visigoth 3410; Southern Slav 3501; Avar 
3505; Early Bulgar 3506; Christian Nubian 5901. 

Emperors 
Justin II 565 – 578 CE 
Tiberius II 578 – 582 
Maurice 582 – 602 
Phocas 602 – 610 
Heraclius 610 – 641 
Constantine III 641
Heraclonas 641
Constans II 641 – 668 
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3310 

Maurikian Byzantine 
Battles and Campaigns 

Byzantine -Sassanian War (Ghassanids support the Byzantines, Lakhmids the Persians) 572 – 591 CE 
Byzantines under Maurice raid Persian territory in Armenia 578 – 580 
Sassanid army led by Kardarigan defeats Byzantine army led by John Mystacon at the river Nymphios 582
Battle of Solachon (Byzantine victory over the Sassanids) 586
Sclaveni raid as far as Attica, Epirus and Western Peloponnese 586
Battle of Martyropolis (Byzantine victory over the Sassanids) 588
Byzantines lose Martyropolis but defeat Sassanid army at Sisauranon 589
Sabir and Arabs (allied to the Persians) raid Byzantine territory 578
Siege of Sirmium (Avars capture Byzantine city) 580 – 582 
Avar and Slavic incursions into Byzantine territory in the Balkans 582 – 591 
Battle of Blarathon (Byzantine and Sassanid armies defeat rebel Sassanid army under Bahram Chobin) 591
Battles of Viminacium (Byzantines victorious over the Avars in three engagements) 599
Lombards take Padua and Mantua from the Byzantines 602
Byzantine -Sassanian War (Ghassanids support the Byzantines, Lakhmids the Persians) 602 – 628 
Battle of Antioch (Sassanid victory over Byzantines) 613
Sassanid conquest of Palestine Prima from the Byzantines 614
Sassanid invasion of Byzantine Asia Minor (reaching Constantinople before withdrawing) 615
Slavic raids (resulting in destruction of Novae and Justinana Prima, conquest of Naissus and Serdica) 614 – 617 
Avar attack on Constantinople (Pillaging the suburbs and taking captives) 617
Sassanid conquest of Egypt from the Byzantines 618 – 621 
Battle of Firaz (Rashidun army attacks Sassanid garrison supported by a Byzantine garrison) January 634 
Battle of Yarmouk (Islamic victory over the Byzantines, Ghassanids and Tanukhids) August 636 
Battle of Hazir (Rashidun victory over Byzantines) June 637 
Battle of the Iron Bridge (Rashidun victory over Byzantines) October 637 
Muslim conquest of Byzantine Egypt 639 – 642 
Battle of Heliopolis (Rashidun victory over the Byzantines) July 640 
Lombards conquer Genoa, Po Valley and Tuscany from the Byzantines 641 and 643 
Muslim incursion into Libya (Muslims withdraw after capturing Tripoli and Burqa) 642 – 643 
Battle on the river Scultenna (Byzantines under exarch Plato defeated by the Lombards) 645
Battle of Nikiou (Byzantine invasion of Egypt defeated by Rashidun caliphate) May 646 
First Muslim invasion of Africa (Muslims withdraw in exchange for tribute) 647 – 648 
Battle of Sufetula (Rashidun army defeats local Byzantine army) 647
Arab invasion of Cyprus (Muslims capture the island from the Byzantine Empire) 649 – 650 

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior Charge Only 0
Protected Bow 6
Average Charge Only 4

Protected Bow 12
Average Charge Only 8

Protected Bow 48
Average - 0

Protected - 12
Average Experienced 0

Protected Bow See note

Average Experienced 8
Protected Darts 48
Average -  

Protected - All or none

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 8

Average Unskilled 0
Protected Javelin 9

Notes

This army may use Feigned Flight.

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

3310 Maurikian Byzantine
Any Professional 575 CE to 650 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

Melee Expert (32) 4,6
Drilled Loose

4,6
Drilled Loose

Line cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129 - 4,6
Formed Loose

Phoideratoi
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 139 Melee Expert (23)

Elite cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 185

Note: The minimum for skutatoi only applies if any foot are used.

Regrade skutatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
97 - 6,8

Formed Close

6,8
Formed Loose

Lazoi, Abasgoi, Tzanoi and 
similar javelinmen

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 60 Shoot & Charge (2) 6,8,9

Tribal Loose

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14)

Formed Close

Formed Loose

Note: The maximum for koursores is 1 per 2 elite or line cavalry.

Skutatoi (except from 622 to 
628 CE)

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 82

Shieldwall (10), Shield 
Cover (5)

6,8

4,6

Detached koursores
CAVALRY

- - 135 African (10) 4,6
Drilled Flexible

Optimates
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 105 Melee Expert (23)
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3310 Maurikian Byzantine
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 9

List

3301
3306
2213

Changes from last version
None.

Allies
Romano-Moorish allies (except from 622 to 628 CE)
Rebel Persian allies - Sasanid Persian (only in 591 CE)
Ghassanid allies - Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin (until 610 CE)
Only one ally may be taken.

6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -
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3311 

Italian Lombard 
584 to 774 CE 

Historical Notes 
In 568 CE the Langobards (Lombards) invaded Italy joined by numerous Saxons, Heruls, Gepids, Bulgars and Thuringians. By late 569 they had conquered all northern Italy as well 
as occupying parts of central and Southern Italy. They established the Lombard Kingdom which although conquered by Charlemagne, continued to rule southern parts of Italy until 
the 11th century when they were conquered by the Normans.  This list covers Italian Lombard armies until the conquest by Charlemagne. 

Troop Notes 
Lombard cavalry tactics evolved from earlier Gothic tactics.  The cavalry typically formed in two lines.  Archers could be recruited from all free Lombards. 

Historical Enemies 
Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Italian Lombard 3311; Thematic Byzantine 3318; Duchy of Naples 3319; Burgundian 3405; Swabian Duchies 3406; Austrasia 3407; Neustria 3408; Later 
Merovingian Frank 3409; Carolingian 3414; Charlemagne Carolingian 3415; Southern Slav 3501; Bavarian 3504; Avar 3505; Early Khazar 3509; Magyar 3510. 

Rulers 
Authari 584 – 590 CE 
Agilulf 591 – 616 
Adaloald 616 – 626 
Arioald 626 – 636 
Rothari 636 – 652 
Rodoald 652 – 653 
Aripert I 653 – 661 
Perctarit 661 – 662, 671 – 688
Godepert 661 – 662 
Grimuald 662 – 671 
Garibald 671
Cunincpert 688 – 700 
Liutpert 700 – 701 
Raginpert 701
Aripert II 701 – 712 
Ansprand 712
Liutprand 712 – 744 
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3311 

Italian Lombard 
Rulers (continued) 

Hildeprand 744 CE
Ratchis 744 – 749 
Aistulf 749 – 756 
Desiderius 756 – 774 

Battles and Campaigns 
Austrasian and Burgundian invasion of Lombardy (defeated) 584 CE 
Frankish invasion of Lombardy (repulsed by alliance of Lombards and Bavarians) 588
Franks under Childebert invade Lombardy 590
Lombards take Padua and Mantua from the Byzantines 602
Avar invasion of Northern Italy (Gisulf, Duke of Friuli, is killed) 610
Lombards conquer Genoa, Po Valley and Tuscany from the Byzantines 641 and 643 
Slav invasion of Lombard Duchy of Benevento 642
Battle on the river Scultenna (Byzantines under exarch Plato defeated by the Lombards) 645
Frankish invasion of Lombardy defeated by Grimoald early 660s 
Avars defeat rebellion of Lupus, Duke of Friuli, at request of Grimoald 666
Lombard king Grumoald defeats Arnefrit, son of Lupus Duke of Friuli and his Slav allies 666
Battle of Coronate (Cunipert defeats the followers of Alahis) 689
Battle of Novara (Raginpert, Lombard usurper and Neustrian allies defeat Ansprand) 701
Battle of Pavia (Aripert II defeats Ansprand) 702
Battle of Pavia (Ansprand defeats Aripert II) 711
John I of Naples leads army against Romuald II of Benevento to retake castle of Cumae 717
Lombard invasion of Byzantine territory capturing Bologna, Osimo, Rimini and Ancona 727
Carolingian invasion of Lombardy (at the request of the Pope to stop Lombard invasions of Papal territory) 755
Second Carolingian invasion of Lombardy (defeating Aistulf and securing return of Papal lands) 756
Battel of Pavia (Franks under Charlemagne defeat Lombards and annex Northern Italy) 773 – 774 

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior - 8
Protected - 24
Average - 8

Protected - 48

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Poor - 0
Protected - 18
Average Experienced 0

Protected Bow 24
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18

List

3505
3501
3409

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 584 CE to 774 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Flexible; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry

4,6
Formed Loose

Gasindi
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 103
Melee Expert (23), 
Dismountable (5)

4,6
Formed Loose

Gastaldi
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 145 Dismountable (7)

4,6
Formed Flexible

Italian town militia (from 
650 CE)

INFANTRY
Short Spear Shieldwall 50 Combat Shy (-13) 6,8,9

Formed Close

Bulgar settlers (from 668 to 
700 CE)

CAVALRY
Short Spear - 100 -

Added Neustrian allies.

Changes from last version

Note: Gastaldi and gasindi may dismount as Formed Loose, Protected, Short Spear of equivalent quality.

6,8
Tribal Loose

Skirmishers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

-

Italian Lombard3311

Allies
Avar allies (from 590 to 601 CE)

Neustrian allies - Later Merovingian Frank (only in 701 CE)

- 65 Combat Shy (-22)

Slav allies - Southern Slav - (only in 603 CE)
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3312 

Heraklian Byzantine 
622 to 628 CE 

Historical Notes 
This list represents the main Byzantine field army led by the emperor Heraklius in person during his daring and somewhat unconventional fightback against the, until then, all 
conquering Sasanid Persian armies of Khusrau II. Heraklius' strategy was based around taking the fight to the Persians by invading their territory. It is likely that his war aims were 
regime change rather than outright conquest which was probably impossible. 

Troop Notes 
The army was highly trained and mobile, consistently out-marching and out-manoeuvring the Sassanids, often when threatened by encirclement by multiple enemy armies. 
Heraklius' victories were often gained after placing his opponents in a disadvantageous position rather than just by combat ability, although his army was more effective than most 
other Byzantine armies since the start of the war with Persia in 602 CE. Following the deposition of Khusrau II in 628 CE, Heraklius withdrew from Persian territory and his army 
appears to have been dispersed somewhat. 
The composition of the army was no different from those which fought for Maurikios, Fokas and Heraklius himself in the earlier stages of the war. What was different was their 
greater degree of training and the army leadership. This is reflected by the Drilled classification for the regular troops, a higher number of Superior troops allowed, and a greater 
availability of Melee Expert as an optional characteristic. 
There is no reference to the Optimates at this time, and as Heraklius extensively trained and equipped his troops as he wished it is possible that they were now the same as all other 
cavalry. However, a small number are still allowed in case they still existed. 
In 624 and 625 CE Heraklius was joined by significant numbers of allies from the Caucasus, however, these appear to have operated within the armies command structure and so are 
not classified as allied contingents. They left the army late in 625 CE with Heraklius' agreement to defend their home territories. 
"Khazar" allies appear to have been Gokturks, the term Khazar is an anachronistic use from a slightly later date when the Khazars were the major Turkic power with which Byzantium 
had relations. 

Historical Enemies 
Sassanid Persian 3306; Southern Slav 3501; Avar 3504; Early Bulgar 3505. 

Battles and Campaigns 
Heraclius' invasion of Cappadocia (Byzantines defeating the Sassanid Persians in an engagement referred to as the Battle of Issus) 622 CE 
Battle of Sarus (Byzantines defeat Sassanid Persians) 625
Siege of Constantinople (Byzantines repel attacks by Avars, Slavs, Bulgars and Sassanid Persians) 626
Third Perso-Turkic War (Gokturks capture Derbent and Tblisi from the Persians in the Caucasus) 627 – 629 
Battle of Nineveh (Byzantines defeat the Persians allowing them to plunder Mesopotamia) 627

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior Charge Only 0
Protected Bow 12
Average Charge Only 8

Protected Bow 48
Average Charge Only

Protected Bow Up to 3/4
Average - 0

Protected - 12
Average Experienced 0

Protected Bow See note

Average Experienced 12
Protected Darts 48
Average -  

Protected - All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8
Average Unskilled 0

Protected Javelin 24
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18

3312 Heraklian Byzantine
Professional; Talented or Legendary only 622 CE to 628 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

-

Notes

This army may use Feigned Flight.

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Drilled Close

Elite cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 185 Melee Expert (32) 4,6
Drilled Loose

Optimates
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 115 Melee Expert (23) 4,6
Drilled Loose

4,6
Formed Loose

Upgrade line cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer Melee Expert 162

Skutatoi
INFANTRY

Short Spear Shieldwall 97

4,6
Drilled Loose

Line cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129 -

Shield Cover (5) 6,8

Note: The maximum for koursores is 1 per 2 elite or line cavalry.

Detached koursores
CAVALRY

- - 135 African (10) 4,6
Drilled Flexible

- 6,8
Drilled Close

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 58 Combat Shy (-14)

Regrade skutatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
102

6,8,9
Tribal Loose

Lazoi, Abasgoi, Tzanoi and 
similar javelinmen

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 60 Shoot & Charge (2)

6,8
Drilled Loose

6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

Version 2025.01: 1st January 2025 MAXIMUS © Simon Hall



3312 Heraklian Byzantine
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 9

List

4404

Changes from last version
None.

Allies
"Khazar" allies - Gokturk (only in 627 CE)

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 - 6,9
Skirmisher
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3313 

Early Serbian 
672 to 1042 CE 

Historical Notes 
The Serbs were Slavs who probably mixed with the indigenous population. They occupied an area comprising roughly to modern Serbia. This area had been subjected to raids 
throughout the early period of the Eastern Roman Empire and in 7th century CE small Serb states start to emerge. By the mid-10th century, the state had emerged as a tribal 
confederation ruled by the Vlastimirović dynasty. The tribes most likely consolidated due to the spreading of the Bulgarian Khanate towards their borders in the 9th century. The 
Bulgars were successfully resisted, and Serbia converted to Christianity.  In the late 10th century Serbia was contested between the Byzantines and the Bulgars. It is independent 
again by 1042. 

Troop Notes 
The Serbs had some cavalry which probably imitated Gothic tactics, supported by tribesmen on foot. 

Historical Enemies 
Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Early Serbian 3313; Early Croatian 3314; Thematic Byzantine 3318; Later Thematic Byzantine 3322; Nikephorian Byzantine 3323; Southern Slav 3501; 
Avar 3505; Early Bulgar 3506; Magyar 3510; First Bulgarian Empire 3513; Early Hungarian 3520. 

Rulers 
Valstimir c. 830 – 850 CE 
Petar 892 – 917 
Pavle 917 – 921 
Zaharija 921 – 924 
Časlav 933 – 943 or 960 
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3313 

Early Serbian 
Battles and Campaigns 

Slavic revolt against the Avars from 627 CE 
Bulgarian invasion of Serbia (Serbs under Vlastimir expel Bulgars under Presian) 839 – 842 
Serbian victory over the Bulgars (capturing Bulgarian prince Vladimir) 853 or 854 
Byzantine - Bulgarian War (Bulgarians defeat Byzantines and annex Serbia) 913 – 927 
Serbian revolt of Zaharija (Suppresed by Bulgarians) 923 – 924 
Battles of Drina and Syrmia (Serbian victory over Magyars followed by Serbians defeated by Magyars) 960
Bulgarian invasion of Serbia and Croatia (Sacks Trogir and Split but stopped at siege of Zadar) 998
Battle of Bar (Serbian ruler of Dukjla defeats Byzantine forces by a sudden attack on the Byzantine camp) 1042

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 1-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average - 6
Protected - 18
Average - 0

Protected - 12

Average Experienced 16
Unprotected Javelin 120

Average - 2/3
Protected - All
Average Experienced 8

Unprotected Bow 32
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 18

Early Serbian3313

Note: A command may not have more than one TUG of fiercest cavalry.

Changes from last version
None.

6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 -

6,8
Tribal Loose

Skirmishers 6,9
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 48 Combat Shy (-14)

INFANTRY
- Combat Shy 40 -

6,8,9
Tribal Loose

Replace javelinmen with 
spearmen (after 798 CE)

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 62 Combat Shy (-22)  

Tribal Close

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

Short Spear Fleet of Foot 50
Shoot & Charge (6), 

Melee Expert (10)

4,6
Formed Loose

Fiercest cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 105 Melee Expert (23) 4,6
Formed Loose

Cavalry
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 103 Melee Expert (23)

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 627 CE to 1042 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry
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3314 

Early Croatian 
627 to 1097 CE 

Historical Notes 
The origin of the Croats is uncertain. They are recorded as being ruled by Carolingian Lothar I in 828 CE but agreed a peace treaty with Venice in 839. They also successfully resisted 
an invasion by the Bulgars.  They also resisted both the Arabs and Byzantines and in the early 10th century united the Dalmatian and Pannonian Croatians into a single state. Another 
invasion by the re-emergent Bulgars was defeated and better relations established with the Byzantines.  Croatia was united with the Hungarian crown in the early 12th century. 

Troop Notes 
The Croatians like other Slavic tribes combined nobles fighting mounted and warriors on foot.  Croatians were renowned for using axes. 

Historical Enemies 
North African Dynasties 3107; Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Early Serbian 3313; Early Croatian 3314; Thematic Byzantine 3318; Later Thematic Byzantine 3322; Nikephorian Byzantine 
3323; Later Nikephorian Byzantine 3324; Carolingian 3414; Charlemagne Carolingian 3415; Early Holy Roman Empire 3418; Southern Slav 3501; Avar 3505; Early Bulgar 3506; 
Magyar 3510; First Bulgarian Empire 3513; Early Hungarian 3520; Komnenan Byzantine 5201; Early Communal Italian 5601. 

Rulers 
Dukes of Croatia 

Mislav 835 – 845 CE 
Trpimir 845 – 864 
Domogaj 864 – 876 
Zdeslav 878 – 879 
Branimir 879 – 892 
Mincimir 892 – 910 
Tomislav (crowned King in 925) 910 – 928 
Trpimir II 928 – 935 
Krešimir I 935 – 945 
Miroslav 945 – 949 
Michael Krešimir II 949 – 969 
Stephen Držislav 969 – 997 
Svetoslav Suronja 998 – 1000 
Gojslav (co-ruler) 1000 – 1020 
Krešimir III (co-ruler until 1020) 1000 – 1030 
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3314 

Early Croatian 
Rulers (continued) 

Stephen I 1030 – 1058 CE 
Peter Krešimir IV the Great 1058 – 1074 
Demetrius Zvonimir 1075 – 1089 

 

Battles and Campaigns 
Slavic revolt against the Avars from 627 CE 
Siege of Trsat (Croatians defeat a Frankish army) 799
First Croatian - Bulgarian War (Battle indecisive but Bulgarians retreat) 852
Arabs attack Dalmatian coast and unsuccessfully besiege Dubrovnik (Croats receive Byzantine assistance) 866 – 867 
Franks attack Emirate of Bari (capturing Bari) with Croatian assistance 871
Croats rebel against Frankish rule (supported by the Byzantines) 876
Battle of the Drava River (Croatians under Tomislav defeat a Hungarian army) 925
Battle of the Bosnian Highlands (Bulgarian army defeated by Croatians) 926
Michael Krešimir II defeats and kills Miroslav to seize Croatian kingdom 949
Croats under Michael Krešimir II conquer Bosnia 968
Croatian Civil War (Svetoslav Suronja overthrown by brothers Kresimir III and Gojslav with Bulgarian support) 997 – 1000 
Bulgarian invasion of Serbia and Croatia (Sacks Trogir and Split but stopped at siege of Zadar) 998
Byzantines under Basil Boioannes invade Croatia 1024
Byzantines attack Croatia (failing to capture the island of Rab but capturing Cres) 1074
Hungarian invasion of Croatia 1089 – 1091 
Battle of Gvozd Mountain (Hungarians under Coloman defeat rebel Croatian army of Petar Snačić) 1097 

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 1-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average - 6
Protected - 30
Average Experienced 16

Unprotected Javelin 108
Average - 2/3

Protected - All
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 32
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 18

Early Croatian3314

Changes from last version
Adjusted end date.

6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

6,8,9

60 Shoot & Charge (6) 6,8,9

62 Combat Shy (-22)
Tribal Close

Warriors with axes
INFANTRY

Short Spear
Melee Expert, Fleet of 

FootTribal Loose

Replace warriors with 
spearmen (after 798 CE)

INFANTRY
Short Spear -

4,6
Formed Loose

Warriors
INFANTRY

Short Spear Fleet of Foot 50
Shoot & Charge (6), 

Melee Expert (10)
6,8,9

Tribal Loose

Cavalry
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 103 Melee Expert (23)

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 627 CE to 1097 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry
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3315 

Syrian Byzantine 
629 to 636 CE 

Historical Notes 
This list covers Byzantine armies in Syria until the Battle of Yarmouk in 636 CE. After re-capturing Syria from the Sassanids, the emperor Heraclius focused on defending Northern 
Syria from the Persians (the traditional foes of the Byzantines).  Unfortunately, the defences to the south were designed only to protect lines of communications from bandits. This 
enabled the Muslims, advancing from the desert to the south to reach Gaza before meeting regular Byzantine troops. Military confrontations began during the lifetime of the Prophet 
Muhammad. In September 629 the Byzantines and Ghassanid vassals routed a Muslim army near Mu'tah. The main phase of the conquest took place from 634. The decisive battle 
took place at Ajnadayn in July 634. Heraclius sent reinforcements but these were defeated. Heraclius started gathering a major army in late 635. In June 636 the force advanced from 
Antioch. The Muslims adopted a defensive position on the plain of Yarmouk. Over the course of six days the Byzantine army was completely routed. Heraclius abandoned Syria. 

Troop Notes 
The Byzantine troops in Syria were organised along the lines of Byzantine armies elsewhere but incorporated more local Arab cavalry. 

Historical Enemies 
Early Arab Conquest 3101. 

Battles and Campaigns 
Battle of Mu'tah (Byzantine army and Ghassanid allies defeat a Muslim army) 629 CE 
Muslim conquest of Byzantine Syria 634 – 638 
Siege of Bosra (Rashidum army captures Bosra ending the Ghassanid dynasty) July 634
Battle of Ajnadayn (Rashidun army defeats Byzantine army) August 634 
Battle of Fahl (Rashidun army defeats the Byzantines) January 635 
Battle of Marj ar-Rum (Rashidun army defeats the Byzantines) March 635 
Siege of Jerusalem (Surrenders to the Muslims) April 637

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

0-2 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average Charge Only 0
Protected Bow 6
Average Charge Only 8

Protected Bow 42
Average Experienced 0

Protected Bow See note

Average - 12
Unprotected - 36

Superior - 0
Protected - 8
Average Experienced 8

Protected Darts 36
Average -  

Protected - All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8
Average Unskilled 0

Protected Javelin 9

6,8
Formed Loose

Christian Arab infantry
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 60 Shoot & Charge (2) 6,8,9
Tribal Loose

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14)

4,6
Formed Loose

Skutatoi
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 82
Shieldwall (10), Shield 

Cover (5)
6,8

Formed Close

Ghassanid armoured cavalry
CAVALRY

Long Spear - 161 -

Formed Loose

Drilled Flexible

Ghassanid or other Christian 
Arab cavalry

CAVALRY
Long Spear - 82 Combat Shy (-18) 4,6

Formed Flexible

Detached koursores
CAVALRY

- - 135 African (10)

Note: The maximum for koursores is 1 per 2 line cavalry.

4,6

Any Professional 629 CE to 636 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal

Internal Allied Generals Any Professional Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

4,6
Drilled Loose

Phoideratoi
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 139 Melee Expert (23)

Notes

This army may use Feigned Flight.

Syrian Byzantine3315

Regrade skutatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
97 - 6,8

Formed Close

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Line cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129 - 4,6
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Syrian Byzantine3315

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 18

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 9

Changes from last version
None.

6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -
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3316 

Late Sassanid Persian 
629 to 654 CE 

Historical Notes 
The death of Khosrau II led to chaos and civil war with six kings in five years.  In 632 CE the first raids from Arab tribes, unified by Islam, occurred. The Sassanids never mounted a 
truly effective resistance to the pressure applied by the early Arab armies. In 636, a Muslim army defeated a larger Persian force at the plains of al-Qādisiyyah and advanced on 
Ctesiphon, which fell after a prolonged siege.  The Arabs captured the vast Sassanid treasury.  The Arabs gained another victory at the battle of Nihawānd. The Sassanid emperor fled 
to the eastern province of Khorasan but was killed in 651 and the Arab conquest of remaining Sassanid territory swiftly followed. 

Troop Notes 
Significant numbers of Armenians continued to serve with Sassanid armies even after the Roman conquest of Armenia in 627 CE. 

Historical Enemies 
Later Pre-Islamic Bedouin 2213; Southern Pre-Islamic Arabian 2214; Early Arab Conquest 3101; Arab Conquest 3102; Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Late Sassanid Persian 3316; Early 
Khazar 3509; Sogdian 4402. 

Rulers 
Sassanid King of Kings. 

Kavad II 628 CE
Ardashir III 628 – 630 
Shahrbaraz 630
Boran (Queen) 630, 631 – 632 
Shapur V 630
Azarmidokht (Queen) 630 – 631 
Hormizd V 630 – 631 
Yazdegerd III 632 – 651 
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3316 

Late Sassanid Persian 
Battles and Campaigns 

Muslim conquest of Mesopotamia (from the Sassanid Persians) 633 – 638 CE 
Battle of Sallsil or Battle of Chains (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanids) April 633
Battle of Al Madhar or Battle of River (Rashidun army defeays the Sassanids) April 633
Battle of Walaja (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanids and Arab allies) May 633
Battle of Ulais (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanids and Arab allies) May 633
Battle of Hira (Rashidun army captures Al-Hirah, former capital of the Lahkmid kingdom) May 633
Battle of Al-Anbar (Rashidun army captures Anbar) 633
Battle of Ayn-al-Tamr (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanids and Arab allies) 633
Battle of Husayd (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanids) 633
Battle of Muzayyah (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanids and Arab allies) November 633 
Battle of Saniyy (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanids and Arab allies) November 633 
Battle of Firaz (Rashidun army attacks Sassanid garrison supported by a Byzantine garrison) January 634 
Battle of the Bridge or Battle of al-Jisr or Battle of Namaraq (Sassanid army defeated the Rashidun army) November 634 
Battle of Qadisiyyah (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanid army) November 636 
Siege of Ctesiphon (Captured by the Rashidun army from the Sassanids) January – March 637 
Battle of Jalulah (Rashidun army defeats the Sassanid army) April 637
Failed Arab invasion of Persia (by Arab army from Bahrain) 638
Battle and Siege of Tustar or Shushtar (Rashidun army defeats Persians and capture Sassanid general Hormuzan who converts to Islam) 641 – 642 
Battle of Navahand (Rashidun army defeats Persians 642
Failed Arab invasion of Persia (by Rashidun army from Bahrain, reached as far as Estakhr before being repelled) 644
Successful invasion of Persia (by Rashidun army) 648 – 651 
Battle of the Oxus (Rashidun army defeats an allied Sassanid and Gokturk army resulting in the destruction of the Sassanid Empire) 651

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average - 0
Protected - 3
Superior Experienced 0
Protected Bow 6
Average Experienced 6

Protected Bow 24

Superior Experienced
Protected Bow All or none
Average Experienced

Protected Bow All or none

Superior - 0
Protected - 6
Average - 0

Protected - 24
Average Unskilled  

Protected Javelin Any

Formed Loose

Formed Loose

Dailami guards (until 636 
CE) 

INFANTRY
Impact Weapon - 122 - 6

Drilled Flexible

Asvaran
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 125 - 4,6

Regrade both best asvaran and asvaran

Best asvaran
CAVALRY

Short Spear Shower Shooting 175 -

Any 629 CE to 654 CE

Any Standard, Plains, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

2,3
Tribal Loose

Elephants
ELEPHANTS

- Shove 230 -

Late Sassanid Persian3316

Replace Daylamite with 
Armenian infantry

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 70 - 6,8,9

Formed Loose

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Best asvaran
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 161 - 4,6

Note: If any best asvaran or asvaran are regraded then all must be.
LIST CHARACTERISTIC: Shower Shooting. Cancels their opponent’s general claim for +1 vs non-charging cavalry who shot. If not running away calculate slowing effect of fire as normal 
but then add a further 1BW to the slowing effect for every S result on the dice. Loose cavalry may not skirmish but may run away.

-----

4,6
Formed Loose

Asvaran
CAVALRY

Short Spear Shower Shooting 135 - 4,6
Formed Loose

6,8,9
Formed Flexible

Daylamite infantry
INFANTRY

- Devastating Chargers 80 -
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Late Sassanid Persian3316

Poor - 0
Protected - 48
Average - 0

Protected - 12
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced 0

Protected Bow 8
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 12
Average Experienced  

Unprotected Bow All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Sling 9
Poor Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 9

List

2804
3307
4404

Added Gokturk allies.

Changes from last version
Daylamite and Armenian allies may be taken together.

6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 17 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 -

Allies

Daylamite allies (until 643 CE) - If Daylamite allies are taken, Daylamite infantry in the main list may not be taken.
Armenian allies (until 643 CE)

Gokturk allies (only in 651 CE)

8,9,10
Tribal Close

Horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 57 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Levy
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 38 -

6,8
Formed Loose

Regrade archers
INFANTRY

- - 75 Combat Shy (-22)

6,9
Skirmisher

Upgrade horse archers
CAVALRY

- Cantabrian 73 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14) 6,8
Formed Loose

Replace levy or Daylamite 
infantry with neyze-daran

INFANTRY
Short Spear - 72 - 6,8,9

Formed Close
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3317 

Rshtuni Armenian 
638 to 775 CE 

Historical Notes 
Theodoros Rshtuni was prince of Armenia from 638 to 655 CE and had the difficult task of ensuring Armenia's survival between Byzantine and Arab ambitions.  The dynasty had 
ruled parts of Armenia since the 4th century.   He defended, alongside the Byzantine general Procopius, against the first, unsuccessful, Arab attack into Armenia in 640. In 652 
Rshtuni was able to negotiate a treaty that accepted Arab suzerainty but that left Armenia with a relatively high level of autonomy. In response the Byzantine emperor invaded 
Armenia. The Byzantines were initially successful but could not hold on to Armenia. 
Armenia remained independent but nominally under the Arabs until 700. A revolt in 703 was supressed and in 705 Armenia incorporated into a larger Emirate called al-Arminiya. 
This list also includes the revolt by Armenian princes against the Arabs in 775. 

Troop Notes 
Armenian cavalry was influenced by Byzantine tactics.  These were supported by horse archers. 
Infantry carried spears. 

Historical Enemies 
Arab Conquest 3102; Umayyad and Early 'Abbasid 3105; Maurikian Byzantine 3310; Thematic Byzantine 3318; Early Khazar 3509. 

Rulers 
Theodore Rshtuni 638 – 645, 645 – 653 (for the Byzantine Empire) 653 – 655 CE (for the Rashidun Caliphate) 
Varaztirots II Bagratuni 644 (for the Byzantine Empire)
Mushegh IV Mamikonian 654 (for the Byzantine Empire) 
Hamazasp Mamikonian 655 – 657 (for the Rashidun Caliphate), 657 – 658 (for the Byzantine Empire)
Grigor I Mamikonian 662 – 685 (for the Umayyad Caliphate)
Ashot II Bagratuni 686 – 689 (for the Umayyad Caliphate)
Nerseh Kamsarakan 690 – 691 (for the Byzantine Empire)
Smbat VI Bagratuni 691 – 697, 700 – 711 (for the Byzantine Empire), 697 – 700 (for the Umayyad Caliphate) 
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3317 

Rshtuni Armenian 
Battles and Campaigns 

First Muslim invasion of Armenia (reaches Bitlis) 639 – 640 CE 
Second Muslim invasion of Armenia (defeated by Byzantines under Rshtuni) 642
Third Muslim invasion of Armenia (Arabs capture parts of Armenia) 645 – 646 
Rshtuni expels Byzantine garrisons from Armenia 654
Khazar invasion of Armenia (Grigor I Mamikonian killed but invasion repelled) 685
Byzantine and Arab conflict over Armenia 687 – 690 
Battle at the Swamps of Paik (Armenians under Smbat fighting indecisive battle but repel Byzantine invasion) 693
Umayyad conquest of Armenia 700 – 705 
Battle of Vardanakert (Armenians under Smbat defeat Umayyad army) 702
Battle of Bagrevand (Abbasid victory over Armenian princes) 775

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-2 Terrain

0-2 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior Charge Only 0
Protected Bow 12
Average Charge Only 12

Protected Bow 18
Average - 24

Protected - 64
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced  

Unprotected Bow All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 36
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Sling 18

List

3318
3102
3102
3105

Umayyad allies - Arab Conquest (from 662 to 684 CE)
Umayyad allies - Umayyad and Early 'Abbasid (from 685 to 705 CE)

Rshtuni Armenian3317

Allies
Byzantine allies - Thematic Byzantine (in 652 and from 654 to 661 CE)
Arab allies - Arab Conquest (only in 653 CE)

- Combat Shy 40 -

Notes

Allied contingents from this list do not need to take compulsory foot.

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 - 6,9
Skirmisher

4,6
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

6,9
Skirmisher

Upgrade horse archers
CAVALRY

- Cantabrian 73 Combat Shy (-4)

6,8,9
Tribal Close

Horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 57 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Spearmen
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 62
Integral Shooters (6), 

Combat Shy (-22)

4,6
Formed Loose

Nakhararks and followers
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129 - 4,6
Formed Loose

Leading nobles and followers
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 171 -

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any 638 CE to 775 CE

Any Plains, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Any Unfortified or Flexible; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry
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Rshtuni Armenian3317

Changes from last version
Extended end date.
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3318 

Thematic Byzantine 
650 to 929 CE 

Historical Notes 
The Thematic system was introduced by the Emperor Heraclius after the empire had been overrun by Bulgars and Slavs in the north and Arabs from Syria. The empire was divided 
into provinces called Theme and run by a commander who combined both the military and civil role. Soldiers were given plots of land in return for part-time service and their 
descendants were expected to follow them. This both reduced the cost of the army and reduced the need for conscription. 

Troop Notes 
Thematic cavalrymen were settled on agricultural plots, supplemented with payments in return for military service. The plots varied in the income they could provide leading to some 
cavalry being better equipped than others. 
Regular cavalry troops based in Constantinople became the Tagmata. 
Large numbers of foreign mercenaries and auxiliaries were employed in Byzantine armies. 

Historical Enemies 
Arab Conquest 3102; Umayyad in Africa and Spain 3104; Umayyad and Early 'Abbasid 3105; Andalusian 3106; North African Dynasties 3107; Caliphal Later 'Abbasid 3109; 
Regional Later 'Abbasid 3110; Tulunid and Ikhshidid 3113; Romano-Moorish Kingdoms 3301; Italian Lombard 3311; Early Serbian 3313; Early Croatian 3314; Rshtuni Armenian 
3317; Thematic Byzantine 3318; Lombard Principalities 3319; Bagratid Armenian 3320; East Frankish 3416; Southern Slav 3501; Early Bulgar 3506; Early Khazar 3509; Medieval Alan 
3511; First Bulgarian Empire 3513; Khazar 3514; Pecheneg 3516; Rus 3517. 
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3318 

Thematic Byzantine 
Emperors 

Staurakios 811 CE
Constans II 641 – 668 CE 
Constantine IV 668 – 685 
Justinian II 685 – 695, 705 – 711
Leontius 695 – 698 
Tiberius III 698 – 705 
Phillippicus 711 – 713 
Anastasius II 713 – 715 
Theodosius III 715 – 717 
Leo III 717 – 741 
Constantine V 741 – 775 
Leo iV 775 – 780 
Constantine VI 780 – 797 
Irene (Empress) 797 – 802 
Nikephoros I 802 – 811 
Michael I Rangabe 811 – 813 
Leo V 813 – 820 
Michael II 820 – 829 
Theophilos 829 – 842 
Theodora (Empress, as regent for Michael III) 842 – 856 
Michael III 842 – 867 
Basil I 867 – 886 
Leo VI 886 – 912 
Alexander 912 – 913 
Constantine VII 913 – 959 
Romanos I (as regent for Constantine VII and as senior co-emperor) 920 – 944 

 

Battles and Campaigns 
Arab invasion and siege of Constantinople (Successfully held by the Byzantines) 654 CE 
Rshtuni expels Byzantine garrisons from Armenia 654
Second Muslim invasion of Africa 665 – 689 
Battle of Vescera (Berber and Byzantine victory over Ummayad army) 682
Battle of Mamma (Muslim army defeated by Berber-Byzantine coalition) 688
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3318 

Thematic Byzantine 
Battles and Campaigns (continued) 

Constans II attacks Slavs (resettling captured Slavs in Asia Minor) 657 – 658 CE 
Arab invasion and siege of Constantinople (successfully held by the Byzantines) 669
Arab invasion and siege of Constantinople (successfully held by the Byzantines) 674 – 678 
Slavic siege of Thessalonica (successfully held by the Byzantines) 676 – 678 
Battle of Ongai (Bulgarian and Slavic allies victory over the Byzantines) 680
Byzantine and Arab conflict over Armenia 687 - 690 
Battle of Sebastipolis (Umayyad victory over the Byzantines) 692
Battle at the Swamps of Paik (Armenians under Smbat fighting indecisive battle but repel Byzantine invasion) 693
Umayyad conquest of Ifriqiya from the Byzantines (despite Byzantines temporarily recapturing Carthage) 695 – 698 
Defeat of Maimun the Mardaite (Umayyad army raiding Cilicia defeated by the Byzantines) 706
Siege of Tyana (Byzantine relief force routed and city capitulated) 708 – 709 
Battle of Anchialus (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantines) 708
Siege of Constantinople (Byzantines and Bulgars defeat the Umayyad army) 717
Siege of Nicaea (Byzantines repel the Umayyad army) 727
Lombard invasion of Byzantine territory capturing Bologna, Osimo, Rimini and Ancona 727
Battle of Akroinon (Byzantine army defeats the Umayyad army) 740
Byzantine raid into Eastern Anatolia and Armenia 751 – 752 
Battle of Marcellae (Byzantine victory over Bulgarians after a Bulgarian invasion in the previous year) 756
Battle of Veregava (possibly the Rishki pass) where Bulgarians ambush and defeat a Byzantine army 759
Battle of Anchialus (Byzantine victory over the Bulgarians) 763
Siege of Kamacha (Abbasid nvasion and siege repelled by Byzantines) 766
Battle of Litosoria (Byzantine victory over the Bulgarians) 774
Battle of Bagrevand (Abbasid victory over Armenian princes) 775
Abbasid invasion of Asia Minor (Arab army is trapped but regains upper hand after defection of Armenian Tatzates and three-year truce agreed) 780 – 782 
Slavic uprising against the Byzantines (quelled by Staurakios) 783
Battle of Kopidnadon (Abbasid army victorious over the Byzantines) 788
Byzantine invasion of Lombard Principalities (defeated by Grimoald, Prince of Benevento and Hildebrand, Duke of Spoleto) 788
Battle of Marcellae (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantines) 792
Battle of Krasos (Abbasid army victorious over the Byzantines) 804
Abbasid invasion of Asia Minor (Abbasids sack Heraclea and impose tribute payments on the Byzantines) 806
Battle of Pliska (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantines) 811
Battle of Versinikia (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantine army) 813
Battle of Burdizon (Byzantines defeat a Bulgarian army) 814
Revolt of Thomas the Slav against Byzantine Emperor Michael II (suppressed. Bulgars support Michael II but are defeated) 821 – 823 
Muslim conquest of Byzantine Crete (by Andalusian corsairs) c. 824 – 829 



Last updated: 1st January 2025 History Notes © Simon Hall 

 3318 

Thematic Byzantine 
Battles and Campaigns (continued) 

Aghlabid conquest of Sicily (from the Byzantines) 827 – 831 CE 
Battle of Anzen or Dazimon (Abbasid victory ove the Byzantines) 838
Sack of Amorium (Abbasid take and raze Byzantine city) 838
Muslim conquest of Messina (Muslims with Neapolitan support defeat the Byzantines) 842 or 843 
Byzantine invasion to recapture Crete from the Abbasid Caliphate (failed) 843
Byzantine invasion of Crete (Abandoned) 843
Battle of Mauropotamos (Abbasid victory over the Byzantines) 844
Battle of Butera (Byzantines decisively defeated by Muslims) 845
Muslims from Sicily capture Bari from the Byzantines 847
Battle of Cefalù (Muslims defeat Byzantine army in Sicily) 859
Caoture of Faryruyyah (Abbasid invasion of Byzantine Asia Minor) 862
Battle of Lalakaon (Byzantine victory over invading Abbasid army) 863
Arabs attack Dalmatian coast and unsuccessfully besiege Dubrovnik (Croats receive Byzantine assistance) 866 – 867 
Muslims capture Malta 870
Battle of Bathys Ryaz (Byzantine army defeats Paulician principality of Tephrike, ending the Paulicians as a military power) 872 or 878 
Croats rebel against Frankish rule (supported by the Byzantines) 876
War between Khazars possibly aided by Alans against 5 nations including Pechenegs, Oghuz and possibly Byzantines and remnant Bulgars) 880s
Battle of Caltavuturo (Byzantines defeat Muslim army in Sicily) 882
Byzantine - Bulgarian War (Byzantines and Magyars defeated by Bulgarians and Pechenegs) 894 – 896 
Battle of Boulgarophygon (Byzantines defeated by Bulgarians and Pechenegs) 896
Fall of Taormina (to the Muslims completing the conquest of Sicily and the end of Byzantine rule) 901 – 902 
Sack of Thessalonica (Byzantine city sacked by Abbasid navy) 904
Byzantine invasion of Crete (Repelled by Muslims) 911
Byzantine - Bulgarian War (Bulgarians defeat Byzantines and annex Serbia) 913 – 927 
Battle of Achelous (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantines) 917
Battle of Katasyrtai (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantines) 917
Battle of Pegae (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantines) 921
Battle of Constantinople (Bulgarian victory over the Byzantines) 922
Abbasid forces (under Husayn ibn Hamdan) raid the Byzantine Empire 913 – 914 
Battle if Garigliano (Christian alliance of Byzantine, Frankish and Lombard forces defeats Fatimid army) 915
Armenian force under Ashot Yerkat with assistance of Byzantines capture Taron then Dvin defeating Yusuf 915 – 920 
Fatimid raids on Byzantine Italy 928 – 930 
Byzantine invasion of Armenia defeated by Ashot Yerkat 928

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior Charge Only 0
Protected Bow 12
Average Charge Only 4

Protected Bow 32
Average - 0

Protected - 12

Average Experienced 0
Protected Bow See note

Average Experienced 0
Protected Bow See note

Average - 0
Protected - 6
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 6
Average - 0

Protected - 16
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Professional 650 CE to 929 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

Notes
This army may use Feigned Flight.

- 4,6
Formed Loose

Tagmata cavalry (from 740 
CE)

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer - 185 Melee Expert (32) 4,6

Drilled Loose

First class Thematic cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129

4,6
Formed Loose

Detached koursores from 
Tagmata or 1st class cavalry

CAVALRY
- - 135 African (10) 4,6

Drilled Flexible

Second class thematic 
cavalry

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer - 105

Dismountable (5), 
Combat Shy (-28)

4,6
Drilled Flexible

Georgian cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 105 Melee Expert (23) 4,6
Formed Loose

Detached koursores from 
2nd class cavalry

CAVALRY
- - 135 -

Note: The maximum for 2nd Class koursores is 1 per 2 elements of 2nd class Thematic cavalry.

4,6
Formed Flexible

Skutatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
97 - 6,8

Formed Close

Bulgar mercenaries
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 100 -

6,8
Formed Loose

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14)

Thematic Byzantine3318

Note: The maximum for koursores is 1 per 2 elements of Tagmata or 1st class Thematic cavalry.

Note: Cavalry dismount as Formed Loose, Protected, Short Spear of the same quality.

Version 2025.01: 1st January 2025 MAXIMUS © Simon Hall



Thematic Byzantine3318

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Sling 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 9

List

3501
3301
3319
3321

Alan mercenaries
CAVALRY

- - 57
Cantabrian (16), 
Combat Shy (-4)

4,6
Skirmisher

Armenian and Naples allies.

Changes from last version

6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 -

Duchy of Naples ally (only in 879 CE)
Armenian allies - Bagratid Armenian (in 915 and 926 CE)

Allies
Slav allies - Southern Slav
Moorish allies - Romano-Moorish Kingdoms (from 681 to 688 CE) - Georgians, Bulgars or Alans cannot be used with Moorish allies.

Slav and Moorish allies cannot be used together. Duchy of Naples ally cannot be used with Slav allies. Armenians cannot be taken with other allies.

6,9
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -
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3319 

Duchy of Naples 
661 to 1137 CE 

Historical Notes 
In 661 CE the Byzantine Emperor Constans allowed the local duke Basil to rule Naples. It rapidly became an independent state. In the early 8th century it received help from the 
papacy against the Lombards and in 763 became a papal suzerain, switching allegiance from Constantinople to Rome. The duchy at this time was not hereditary and new appointees 
required imperial approval. This stopped in 821 when the imperial appointee was chased from the city. The duchy became hereditary after Duke Sergius I in 840. 
Naples declined in importance in the tenth century. In the 11th century Duke Sergius IV donated the county of Aversa to a band of Norman mercenaries. This began a process that 
would eventually lead to the end of Naples’ independence, but only after all the Lombard principalities and fellow Greek duchies had fallen first. 

Troop Notes 
Naples followed a Byzantine military tradition which was then influenced by the Lombards and later the Normans. Muslim troops were used on occasion. 

Historical Enemies 
North African Dynasties 3107; Italian Lombard 3311; Lombard Principalities 3320; East Frankish 3416; Norman in Italy and Sicily 3421; Magyar 3510. 

Dukes 
. 

Appointed dukes Basil (661 – 666 CE); Theophylactus I (666 – 670); Cosmas (670 – 673); Andrew I (673 – 677); Caesarius I (677 – 684); Stephen I (684 – 687); 
Bonellus (687 – 696); Theodosius (696 – 706); Caesarius II (606 – 711); John I (711 – 719); Theodore I (719 – 729); George (729 – 739); Gregory I (739 – 755); 
Stephen II (755 – 766); Gregory II (767 – 794); Theophylactus II (794 – 801); Anthimus (801 – 818); Theoctisus (818 – 821); Stephen III (821 – 832);  
Bonus (832 – 834); Leo (834); Andrew II (834 – 840) and Contardus (840). 

Hereditary dukes Sergius I (840 – 864 CE); Gregory III (865 – 870); Sergius II (870 – 877); Athanasius (878 – 898); Gregory IV (898 – 915); John II (915 – 919);
Marinus I (919 – 928); John III (928 – 968); Marinus II (969 – 992/997); Sergius III (992/997 – 997/999); John IV (997/999 – 1005); Sergius IV (1005 – 1038); 
Pandulf IV of Capua (1027 – 1029); John V (1038 – 1050); Sergius V (1050 – 1076); Sergius VI (1077 – 1107); John VI (1107 – 1122) and 
Sergius VII (1122 – 1137) 
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Duchy of Naples 
Battles and Campaigns 

John I of Naples leads army against Romuald II of Benevento to retake castle of Cumae 717 CE
War between Andrew II of Naples and Sicard of Benevento 835 – 837 
Muslim conquest of Messina (Muslims with Neapolitan support defeat the Byzantines) 842 or 843 
Battle of Teodemondo Bridge (Salerno, Naples and Amalfi defeated by Lando II of Capua) 859
War over the throne of Capua (between Athanasius of Naples and Guiamar I of Salerno) 879 – 887 
Battle if Garigliano (Christian alliance of Byzantine, Frankish and Lombard forces defeats Fatimid army) 915
Magyar invasion of Italy (reaching Naples) 938
Amalfi and Salerno defeat forces of Naples and Benevento 946

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average - 0
Protected - 6
Average - 18

Protected - 30
Superior - 0
Protected - 6
Average - 0

Protected - 48
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8
Average Experienced 0

Protected Javelin 6
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Sling 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 9

Average - 0
Protected - 12
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8

3319 Duchy of Naples
Any Instinctive 661 CE to 1137 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Coastal, Mountains

4,6
Formed Loose

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Flexible; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry

Ducal cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer Melee Expert 128 -

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

Aristocratic cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 105 -

4,6
Formed Loose

Militia
INFANTRY

Short Spear Shieldwall 82 - 6,8
Formed Close

Norman mercenaries (from 
1029 CE)

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer Devastating Chargers 166 -

Skirmisher

6,8
Formed Loose

Slingers

INFANTRY
- Combat Shy 25 -

Short Spear

6,8
Formed Loose

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14)

Scouts
CAVALRY

- - 92 Combat Shy (-28) 4,6
Formed Loose

Shieldwall 82 - 6,8
Formed Close

INFANTRY

4,6
Formed Loose

6,9
Skirmisher

Saracens (from 836 to 886 CE)

-----

Berber mercenaries
INFANTRY

Javelinmen

6,9
Skirmisher

Saracen archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14)

- Combat Shy 35 - 6,9
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3319 Duchy of Naples
List

3320
5201Komnenan Byzantine allies (from 1077 CE) - cannot include Imperial retinue or picked troops, or Varangian guard

New list.

Changes from last version

Allies
Lombard principality allies (from 859 to 1027 CE) - up to two
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3320 

Lombard Principalities 
775 to 1076 CE 

Historical Notes 
After the conquest of the main Lombard kingdom by Charlemagne, Duke Arechis II of Benevento claimed that Benevento was the successor state of the kingdom. Charlemagne 
forced Arechis II to submit but he was for practical purposes independent. The Beneventan dukes took the title prínceps (prince) instead of that of king. The Lombards of southern 
Italy were thereafter in the anomalous position of holding land claimed by two empires: the Carolingian Empire to the north and west and the Byzantine Empire to the east.  
Benevetan power grew until 839 CE when a civil war erupted.  A peace enforced by East Frankish king Louis II divided the kingdom into two states: the Principality of Benevento and 
the Principality of Salerno. 
The threat of the Arabs helped to unite the Lombards, Franks and Byzantines and in 915 the Arabs were ousted from Italy. During the 9th century Capua declared itself as a third 
Lombard principality but in 900 was united with Benevento. Apart from brief unification in 977, Salerno and Benevento remained divided. The Beneventan principality declined and 
fell under the control of the Papacy, while Salerno flourished briefly until shrinking and falling into the hands of the Norman, Richard Guiscard, in 1078. 

Troop Notes 
All free Lombards were obliged to perform military service. There were three categories, the richest obliged to serve on horse with shield, corselet, and lance. The next category was 
obliged to serve on horse with shield and lance. The poorest served as infantry with shield and bow. 

Historical Enemies 
North African Dynasties 3107; Thematic Byzantine 3318; Duchy of Naples 3319; Lombard Principalities 3320; Later Thematic Byzantine 3322; Nikephorian Byzantine 3323; Later 
Nikephorian Byzantine 3324; East Frankish 3416; Normans in Italy and Sicily 3421; Avar 3505; Magyar 3510. 

Princes 
Principality of Benevento (also 
of Capua from 900 – 981) 

Arechis II (774 – 787 CE); Grimoald III (787 – 806);Grimoald IV (806 – 817); Sico I (817 – 832);Sicard (832 – 839); Radelchis I (839 – 851); 
Radelgar (851 – 854); Adelchis (854 – 878);Waifer (878 – 881); Radelchis II (881 – 884); Aiulf II (884 – 890, 897 – 900); Orso (890 – 891);  
Guy (895 – 897); Atenulf I (900 – 910); Landulf (910 – 943); Landulf II (943 – 961); Landulf III (961 – 968); Pandulf I (961 – 981);  
Pandulf II (981 – 1014); Landulf V (1014 – 1033); and Pandulf III (1033 – 1050) 

Principality of Salerno Siconulf (849 – 851 CE); Sico II (851 – 853); Adhemar (853 – 861); Guaifer (861 – 880); Guaimar I (880 – 901); Guaimar II (901 – 946);  
Gisulf I (946 – 977); Pandulf I (Prince of Benevento and Capua) (978 – 981); Pandulf II of Salerno (981 – 982); Manso (982 – 983);  
John II (983 – 994); Guaimar III (983 – 1023); Guaimar IV (also Prince of Capua from 1038 – 1047) (1027 – 1052) and Gisulf II (1052 – 1077) 

Principality of Capua Landulf VI (981 – 982 ); Landenulf II (982 – 993 ); Laidulf (993 – 999 ); Adhemar (999 ); Landulf VII (999 -1007 ); Pandulf II (1007 – 1022 );  
Pandulf V (1022 – 1026 ); Pandulf IV (previously as co-ruler from 1016 – 1022) (1016 – 1038, 1047 – 1050 ); Pandulf V (1050 – 1057 ) 
and Landulf VIII (1057 – 1058) 
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Lombard Principalities 
Battles and Campaigns 

Byzantine invasion of Lombard Principalities (defeated by Grimoald, Prince of Benevento and Hildebrand, Duke of Spoleto) 788 CE
War between Andrew II of Naples and Sicard of Benevento 835 – 837 
War between Siconulf Prince of Salerno and Radelchis Prince of Benevento 839 – 849 
Muslim conquest of Messina (Muslims with Neapolitan support defeat the Byzantines) 842 or 843 
Arab raid on Rome 846
Battle of Gaeta (Lombards defeat Arab raiders) 846
Battle of Teodemondo Bridge (Salerno, Naples and Amalfi defeated by Lando II of Capua) 859
Muslim invasion of Benevento (forced Lombard duke to pay tribute) 860
War over the throne of Capua (between Athanasius of Naples and Guiamar I of Salerno) 879 – 887 
Battle if Garigliano (Christian alliance of Byzantine, Frankish and Lombard forces defeats Fatimid army) 915
Magyar invasion of Italy (reaching Naples) 938
Battle of La Cava (Gisulf I Prince of Salerno ambushed by Landulf II of Benevento and John III of Naples) 946
Amalfi and Salerno defeat forces of Naples and Benevento 946
Battle of Bovino (Byzantines defeat and capture Pandulf I) 969
Naples and Amalfi defeated by forces of Salerno under Pandulf Ironhead 974
Battle of Cannae (Byzantine forces defeat a Lombard revolt) 1018
Campaigns of Byzantines under George Maniakes in Sicily 1038 – 1043 
Battle of Olivento (Lombards and Normans defeat Byzantines in Italy) 1041
Battle of Montemaggiore (Lombards and Normans defeat Byzantines in Italy) 1041
Battle of Montepeloso (Lombards and Normans defeat Byzantines in Italy) 1041

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

1-3 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior - 0
Protected - 12
Average - 8

Protected - 48
Poor - 18

Protected - 48
Superior - 0
Protected - 6
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 6
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 16
Poor - 0

Protected - 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18

UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Instinctive 775 CE to 1076 CE

Any Instinctive Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Any Instinctive Unfortified or Flexible; Poor or Average

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry

Notes

4,6
Formed Loose

Gastaldi, Gasinidi etc.
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 103 Melee Expert (23) 4,6
Formed Loose

Best cavalry
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 145 -

6,8,9
Formed Close

Norman mercenaries (from 
1018 to 1028 CE)

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer Devastating Chargers 166 Melee Expert (32) 4,6

Formed Loose

Italian town militia
INFANTRY

Short Spear Shieldwall 50 Combat Shy (-13)

48 Combat Shy (-14) 6,8
Tribal Loose

Magyar mercenaries (from 
900 to 997 CE)

CAVALRY
Short Spear - 100 -

6,8,9
Tribal Close

Skirmishers 6,9
Skirmisher

Italian levies
INFANTRY

Short Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
44 Combat Shy (-13)

INFANTRY
-

Lombard Principalities3320

Allied contingents from this list do not need to take otherwise compulsory foot.

Combat Shy 40 -

4,6
Formed Flexible

Archers
INFANTRY

- -

Version 2025.01: 1st January 2025 MAXIMUS © Simon Hall



Lombard Principalities3320

List

3107
3318
3322
3323
3414
3416
3418
3421

Byzantine and Frankish allies may be used together before 915, otherwise only one external allied contingent may be taken.

Changes from last version
None.

Norman allies - Normans in Italy and Sicily (from 1018 CE)

Allies
Aghlabid allies - North African Dynasties - (from 835 to 870 CE)
Byzantine allies -  Thematic Byzantine (from 835 to 929 CE)

Frankish allies - Early Holy Roman Empire - (from 993 CE)

Byzantine allies -  Later Thematic Byzantine (from 930 to 960 CE) 
Byzantine allies -  Nikephorian Byzantine (from 963 to 1040 CE)
Frankish allies - Carolingian (from 860 to 888 CE)
Frankish allies - East Frankish (from 889 to 933 CE)
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3321 

Bagratid Armenian 
885 to 1045 CE 

Historical Notes 
The Emirate of Armenia lasted until 884 CE, when the Bagratuni Ashot I, declared himself "King of the Armenians". He received recognition by Caliph Al-Mu'tamid of the Abbasid 
dynasty in 885 and Byzantine Emperor Basil I of the Macedonian dynasty in 886. In 892 the city of Dvin was captured from the Arabs, but this provoked the Arabs into attacking 
Armenia and weakened the Bagratid control.  However, the longer-term decline of the Abbasid dynasty benefitted Armenia.  In the 11th century the Byzantines started encroaching 
on Armenian territory.  By 1045 the Byzantines were in control of the entire kingdom. 

Troop Notes 
After Arab rule, the Armenian armies remained cavalry armies led by nobles supported by horse archers and by infantry equipped with spears. 

Historical Enemies 
Caliphal Later 'Abbasid 3109; Regional Later 'Abbasid 3110; Bedouin Dynasties 3114; Dailami Dynasties 3116; Baghdad Buyid 3117; Kurdish 3118; Seljuk Turk 3122; Thematic 
Byzantine 3318; Bagratid Armenian 3321; Later Thematic Byzantine 3322; Nikephorian Byzantine 3323; Georgian 5101. 

Rulers 
Ashot I 884 – 890 CE 
Smbat I 890 – 913 
Ashot II 914 – 928 
Abas I 928 – 953 
Ashot III 953 – 977 
Smbat II 977 – 989 
Gagik I 989 – 1020 
Smbat III and Ashot IV (kingdom divided) 1020 - 1041 
Gagik II 1042 - 1045 
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3321 

Bagratid Armenian 
Battles and Campaigns 

Armenian rebellion (suppressed by Bugha al-Kabir) 850 CE 
Wars of Armenian king Smbat against Arabs under Afshin then Yusuf (Arabs eventually capture and kill Smbat) 892 – 914 
Armenian force under Ashot Yerkat with assistance of Byzantines capture Taron then Dvin defeating Yusuf 915 – 920 
Arab attempts to invade Armenian successfully resisted by Ashot Yerkat 923 – 929 
Byzantine invasion of Armenia defeated by Ashot Yerkat 928
Armenians under Abas defeat an invasion of King Ber of Abkhazia 943
Byzantines under John I Tzimiskes invade Armenia are forced to withdraw by Ashot III 973
Battle of Tsumb (Rawwadid army under Mamlun defeated by Armenian and Georgian army) 998
Siege of Shamkor (Georgians and Armenians conquer Ganja) 1012
Georgians led by Duke Liparit IV and Armenians defeat Shaddadids in Arran 1034
Shaddadids under Abu'l-Aswar defeated by an alliance led by David of Tashir, Kapan and Georgia 1040
Turcoman invasion of Armenia (defeated by Vahram Pahalvouni) 1042
Byzantine invasion of Armenia to capture Ani (repulsed) 1044

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-1 Terrain

0-2 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior - 4
Protected - 12

Average Experienced 8
Unprotected Bow 24

Average - 12
Protected - 45

Poor - 0
Protected - 24
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 16
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 8
Average Experienced  

Unprotected Bow All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 18
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Sling 9

Changes from last version
Restriction on allied contingents.

6,9
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 -

40 - 6,9

Bagratid Armenian3321

4,6
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY
Skirmisher

Upgrade local horse archers
CAVALRY

- Cantabrian

- Combat Shy

73 Combat Shy (-4)

6,8
Tribal Loose

Local horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 57 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 48 Combat Shy (-14)

6,8,9
Tribal Close

Peasant levy
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 38 Combat Shy (-13) 8,9,10
Tribal Close

Warriors
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 62
Integral Shooters (6), 

Combat Shy (-22)

4,6
Formed Loose

Azatks
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 100 Combat Shy (-18) 4,6
Formed Flexible

Nakhararks and followers
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer -

Any Instinctive 885 CE to 1045 CE

Any Instinctive Plains, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Any Instinctive Unfortified or Flexible; Poor or Average

Note: An allied contingent may not include more than 8 bases of nakhararks and followers.

147 -

UG Size

Training and 

FormationName

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry
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3322 

Later Thematic Byzantine 
930 to 963 CE 

Historical Notes 
This list is based on the instructions for the army laid down in the Sylloge Tacticorum which superseded those in the earlier Taktika of Leo VI. During this period the Byzantines 
started to undertake regular successful attacks on their Muslim enemies aided by the collapse of 'Abbasid power in the border areas. 

Troop Notes 
Menaulatoi appear to have been sent in a small body in front of the main line to blunt the charge of Kataphraktoi. 
In the Sylloge Tacticorum, Prokoursatores are mainly archers with some lancers. They would take the fight to the enemy and then fall back on their supports if necessary.  
Outflankers were bodies of mostly archers on the right and left flanks of the first line. 

Historical Enemies 
North African Dynasties 3107; Caliphal Later 'Abbasid 3109; Regional Later 'Abbasid 3110; Bedouin Dynasties 3114; Early Serbian 3313; Early Croatian 3314; Lombard Principalities 
3320; Bagratid Armenian 3321; Later Thematic Byzantine 3322; East Frankish 3416; Magyar 3510; First Bulgarian Empire 3513; Pecheneg 3516; Rus 3517. 

Emperors 
Constantine VII 913 – 959 CE 
Romanos I (as regent for Constantine VII and as senior co-emperor) 920 – 944 
Romanos II 959 – 963 

 

Battles and Campaigns 
Battle of Wlndr (Hungarian and Pecheneg alliance defeats Byzantine and Bulgarian army) 934 CE 
Byzantine invasion of Crete (Defeated by Muslims) 949
Battle of Marash (Hamdanid Emir of Aleppo defeats Byzantines under Phokas the Elder) 953
Byzantines under John Tzimiskes defeats Hamdanids under Sayf al-Dawla) 956
Battle of Raban (Byzantines under John Tzimiskes defeats Hamdanid Emir of Aleppo) 958

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Superior Charge Only 0
Protected Bow 12
Superior Charge Only 0

ArmHrs/F Armoured Bow 6
Average Charge Only 4

Protected Bow 32
Average - 0

Protected - 12

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Average Experienced 0
Protected Bow 8
Average - 0

Protected - 6
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 6
Average - 0

Protected - 32
Average - 0

Protected - 4

Later Thematic Byzantine3322

Notes

This army may use Feigned Flight.

Note: Cavalry dismount as Formed Loose, Protected, Short Spear of the same quality.

6,8
Formed Close

Menaulatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear - 91 Orb (2) 4
Drilled Close

Skutatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
97 -

4,6
Formed Loose

Bulgar mercenaries
CAVALRY

Short Spear - 100 - 4,6
Formed Flexible

Georgian cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 105 Melee Expert (23)

4,6
Drilled Flexible

Hyperkerastai
CAVALRY

- - 135 African (10) 4
Drilled Flexible

Prokoursatores
CAVALRY

- - 100 -

4,6
Formed Loose

Second class thematic 
cavalry

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer - 105

Dismountable (5), 
Combat Shy (-28)

4,6
Formed Loose

First class Thematic cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129 -

4,6
Drilled Loose

Kataphraktoi
CAVALRY

Long Spear Shove 251 - 4,6
Drilled Close

Tagmata cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 185 Melee Expert (32)

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Professional 930 CE to 963 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average
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Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 8

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Sling 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 9

Changes from last version
None.

6,9
Skirmisher

Javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 -

6,9
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 - 6,9
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

6,8
Formed Loose

Alan mercenaries
CAVALRY

- - 57
Cantabrian (16), 
Combat Shy (-4)

4,6
Skirmisher

Archers
INFANTRY

- - 54 Combat Shy (-14)
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3323 

Nikephorian Byzantine 
960 to 1058 CE 

Historical Notes 
During the late 9th and 10th centuries CE the Byzantine empire went on the offensive.  By 1018 the Danube frontier was restored. 

Troop Notes 
In the Praecepta of Nikeforos Fokas, menaulatoi now appear as the front rank of a Skutatoi unit.  Menaulatoi also were used to support light troops. 
The Kataphraktoi had changed from earlier times.  They now carried iron maces, so are categorised as Short Spear, Melee Expert. 

Historical Enemies 
North African Dynasties 3107; Bedouin Dynasties 3114; Kurdish 3118; Early Fatimid Egyptian 3121; Seljuk Turk 3122; Early Serbian 3313; Early Croatian 3314; Lombard 
Principalities 3320; Bagratid Armenian 3321; Nikephorian Byzantine 3323; Early Holy Roman Empire 3418; Normans in Italy and Sicily 3421; First Bulgarian Empire 3513; Pecheneg 
3516; Rus 3517; Early Hungarian 3520; Georgian 5101. 

Emperors 
Nikephoros II 963 – 969 CE 
John I 969 - 976 
Basil II 976 – 1025 
Constantine VIII 1025 – 1028 
Romanos III 1028 – 1034 
Michael IV 1034 – 1041 
Michael V 1041 – 1042 
Zoë (Empress) 1042
Constantine IX 1042 – 1055 
Theodora (Empress) 1055 – 1056 
Michael VI 1056 – 1057 
Isaac I 1057 – 1059 
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3323 

Nikephorian Byzantine 
Battles and Campaigns 

Battle of Andrassos (Byzantines under Leo Phokas the Younger defeat Hamdanid Emir of Aleppo) 960 CE 
Byzantines storm and plunder Aleppo following a series of victories over Sayf al-Dawla 962
Byzantine invasion of Crete (Island recaptured from the Muslims) 960 – 961 
Siege of Chandax (Byzantines capture city from the Muslims) 960 – 961 
Byzantine conquest of Cilicia 964 – 965 
Battle of the Field of Blood (Byzantine victory over the Hamdanid army of Sayf al-Dawla near Adana) 964
Rus invasion of Bulgaria (supported by the Byzantines, but ultimately defeating the Rus) 968 – 971 
Battle of Bovino (Byzantines defeat and capture Lombard Prince Pandulf I) 969
Battle of Arcadiopolis (Byzantines defeat Rus army) 970
Battle of Preslav (Byzantines defeat a Rus army and storm the city) 971
Battle of Dorostolon (Byzantines defeat a Rus army and besiege the city forcing the Rus to capitulate) 971
Siege of Antioch (Byzantines capture Antioch from the Hamdanid dynasty) 968 – 969 
Battle of Alecandretta (Byzantines defeat Fatamid army) 971
Byzantines under John I Tzimiskes invade Armenia are forced to withdraw by Ashot III 973
Battle of Pankaleia (Rebel Byzantine army under Bardos Skleros defeats loyalist army under Bardas Phokas the Younger) 978 or 979 
Byzantines under Bardas Phokas the Younger contest Syria against the Fatamids (both supporting Hamdanids) 983 – 986 
Battle of the Gates of Trajan (Bulgarians under Samuil defeat Byzantines under Basil II) 986
War between Fatimids and Byzantines in Syria (ending with a 10-year truce) 992 – 1001 
Battle of the Orontes (Fatimid victory over the Byzantines) 994
Battle of Thessalonica (Bulgarians under Samuil defeat Byzantines) 995
Battle of Spercheios (Byzantine army defeats Bulgarians under Samuil) 997
Battle of Apamea (Fatimid army defeats Byzantine army under Damian Dalassenos) 998
Battle of Skopje (Byzantines under Basil II defeat Bulgarians under Samuel) 1004
Battle of Kreta (Byzantine victory over the Bulgarians) 1009
Battle of Thessalonica (Bulgarians under Nestoritsa defeated by Byzantines under Theophylactus Botaniates) 1014
Battle of Kleidion (Byzantine army under Basil II conquest the Bulgarians) 1014
Battle of Strumica (Bulgarians under Gavril Radomir defeat Byzantine army under Theophylactus Botaniates who is killed) 1014
Battle of Bitola (Bulgarians under Ivats defeat Byzantine army under George Gonitsiates) 1015
Battle of Setina (Byzantine army under Basil II defeats Bulgarian army under Ivan Vladislav) 1017
Battle of Dyrrachium (Bulgarian army under Ivan Vladislav besieges Dyrrhachium but is killed in a Byzantine counterattack) 1018
Battle of Cannae (Byzantine forces defeat a Lombard revolt) 1018
Battle of Shrimni (Byzantines under Basil II defeat Georgian army under Giorgi I) 1021
Battle of Svindax (Byzantines under Basil II defeat Georgian army under Giorgi I) 1022
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3323 

Nikephorian Byzantine 
Battles and Campaigns (continued) 

Byzantines under Basil Boioannes invade Croatia 1024 CE 
Battle of Lemnos (Byzantines annihilate a Rus raid) 1024
Pecheneg raid in the Balkans (defeated by Byzantines under Constantine Diogenes) 1027
War between Byzantines and Muslims in Syria (Byzantines capture Edessa) 1030 – 1032 
Battle of Azaz (Mirdasids defeat a Byzantine army led by Romanos III) 1030
Battle of Olivento (Lombards and Normans defeat Byzantines in Italy) 1041
Battle of Montemaggiore (Lombards and Normans defeat Byzantines in Italy) 1041
Battle of Montepeloso (Lombards and Normans defeat Byzantines in Italy) 1041
Battle of Sasireti (Georgian king Bagrat aided by Rus defeated by rebels under Liparit supported by a Byzantine force) 1042
Battle of Bar (Serbian ruler of Dukjla defeats Byzantine forces by a sudden attack on the Byzantine camp) 1042
Battle of Thessalonica (Rebel army under George Maniakes defeated by Constantine IX) 1043
Byzantine invasion of Armenia to capture Ani (repulsed) 1044
Battle of Dvin (Byzantine army under Micahel Iasites defeated by Shaddadid army) 1045
Battle of Kapetron (Byzantines defeat Seljuk Turkish army) 1048
Pecheneg rebellion in Thrace (Byzantines negotiate a settlement) 1049 – 1053 
Battle of Zygos Pass (Pechenegs defeat a Byzantine army under Basil Apokapes) 1053

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

0-1 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Superior Charge Only 4
Protected Bow 24
Superior Charge Only 0

ArmHrs/F Armoured Bow 6
Average Charge Only 4

Protected Bow 16
Average - 0

Protected - 12

Superior - 0
Protected - 6

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

4,6
Drilled Flexible

Tagmata cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 185 Melee Expert (32) 4,6
Drilled Loose

Prokoursatores
CAVALRY

- - 100

Any Professional 960 CE to 1058 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Any Professional Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

Notes

This army may use Feigned Flight.

-

4,6
Drilled Close

Thematic cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129 - 4,6
Formed Loose

Kataphraktoi
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 219 Melee Expert (43)

4,6
Formed Loose

Frankish/Norman 
mercenaries (from 1018 CE)

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer Devastating Chargers 166 Melee Expert (32) 4,6

Formed Loose

Byzantine 2nd grade 
thematic cavalry

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer - 105

Dismountable (5), 
Combat Shy (-28)

Note: Cavalry dismount as Formed Loose, Protected, Average (or Poor if downgraded to Poor), Short Spear.

Nikephorian Byzantine3323
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Average - 0
Protected - 18
Average - 0

Protected - 12
Superior - 0
Protected - 6

Exceptional -  
Protected - All

Average Unskilled 0
Protected Javelin 18
Average - 0

Protected - 36

Average Experienced  
Protected Bow All or none
Average Experienced  

Protected Bow =

6,8
Formed Close

Varangians or Rhos (from 
999 CE)

INFANTRY
Short Spear Shieldwall, Shove 91 Melee Expert (16) 6,8

Drilled Close

Varangians or Rhos (from 
988 to 998 CE)

INFANTRY
Short Spear Shieldwall, Shove 86 Melee Expert (16)

Mercenaries
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 70 Shoot & Charge (2) 6,8,9
Formed Loose

6
Drilled Close

Regrade Varangian Guard 
(from 1034 CE)

INFANTRY
Long Spear Shield Cover, Shove 190 Dismountable (10) 6

Drilled Close

Upgrade Varangians or Rhos 
as guard (from 999 CE)

INFANTRY
Short Spear Shieldwall, Shove 128

Melee Expert (22), 
Dismountable (7)

Drilled Flexible

Rear ranks (1/2 TUG)
INFANTRY

- - 80

6,8
Drilled Close

Regrade Skutatoi

Front ranks (1/2 TUG)
INFANTRY

-
Shield Cover & Shoot, 

Spear Protection
113

Combat Shy (-22), 
Shieldwall (10)

6,8

Skutatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
102 Combat Shy (-22)

Combat Shy (-22), 
Shieldwall (10)

 
Drilled Loose

------

Note: If taken, the regraded Varangian Guard must be in the army commander's command. 
SPECIAL RULE: The army commander may still be a floating general, directly commanding only the Varangian Guard. If so, the army commander must remain with the Varangian Guard 
(unless the guard are broken or the army commander killed).
SPECIAL RULE: Varangian Guard cannot claim Long Spear weapon when mounted. They are not subject to forced charges. This rule must be proactively pointed out to opponents at the 
beginning of setting up.

Note: LIST CHARACTERISTIC: Skutatoi. Spear Protection characteristic cancels Charge Phase Preferred Claims of Cv, Ch and Cm when standing to receive. LIST CHARACTERISTIC: 
Shield Cover & Shoot. Regraded Skutatoi may shoot and claim Shield Cover.
Shieldwall represents integral Manaulatoi strengthening Skutatoi formations. Skutatoi may not take the Shieldwall characteristic if any Menaulatoi are supporting light troops. Rear rank 
bowmen with Shieldwall are allowed this characteristic if behind a front rank Close base.
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Average - 0
Protected - 4
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 12
Average Experienced  

Unprotected Bow All or none
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 6
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Javelin 9
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Sling 6

List

3114
5101Georgian allies (only in 1048 CE)

Allies
Hamdanid allies - Bedouin Dynasties (only in 994 CE)

Menaulatoi supporting light 
troops

INFANTRY
Long Spear - 96 - 4

Drilled Flexible

6,9
Skirmisher

Upgrade skirmishing horse 
archers

CAVALRY
- Cantabrian 73 Combat Shy (-4)

Skirmishing horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 57 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

4,6
Skirmisher

Rus javelinmen
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 33 -

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

Changes from last version
Added Georgian allies.

6
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 -

6
Skirmisher

Skirmishing javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 - 6,9
Skirmisher
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3324 

Later Nikephorian Byzantine 
1059 to 1071 CE 

Historical Notes 
After the death of Basil II, the expensive native army was reduced, and the army relied more on mercenaries. It was decisively defeated in 1071 CE at Manzikert. 

Troop Notes 
As the 11th century progressed the Byzantines made greater use of Frankish and Norman mercenaries. 

Historical Enemies 
Bedouin Dynasties 3114; Early Fatimid Egyptian 3121; Seljuk Turk 3122; Great Seljuk Empire 3123; Early Croatian 3314; Lombard Principalities 3320; Later Nikephorian Byzantine 
3324; Early Holy Roman Empire 3418; Normans in Italy and Sicily 3421; Pecheneg 3516; Early Hungarian 3520; Georgian 5101; Early Communal Italian 5601. 

Emperors 
Isaac I 1057 – 1059 CE 
Constantine X 1059 – 1067 
Romanos IV 1068 – 1071 

 

Battles and Campaigns 
Siege of Bari (Normans expel Byzantines from Italy) 1068 – 1071 CE 
Battle of Manzikert (Byzantines are defeated and Romanos IV captured by Seljuk Turks) 1071
Hungarian army captures Belgrade from the Byzantines after a 3 month siege 1071

 



Army Commander 1 Dates

Sub-Generals 0-3 Terrain

0-1 Camp

Mandatory 

Characteristics

Base 

PTS

Optional 

Characteristics

Min

Max

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 6

Superior Charge Only 4
Protected Bow 12
Superior Charge Only 0

ArmHrs/F Armoured Bow 6
Average Charge Only 6

Protected Bow 12
Average - 4

Protected - 18

Average - 0
Protected - 12
Superior -  
Protected - Up to half
Average Experienced 0

Unprotected Bow 6

Name

Type

Quality

Protection

Shooting Skill

Weaponry

Melee 

Weaponry UG Size

Training and 

Formation

Any Professional 1059 CE to 1071 CE

Any Professional Standard, Coastal, Mountains

Internal Allied Generals Any Professional Unfortified or Fortified; Poor or Average

Notes

This army may use Feigned Flight.

4,6
Drilled Flexible

Tagmata cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 185 Melee Expert (32) 4,6
Drilled Loose

Prokoursatores
CAVALRY

- - 100 -

4,6
Drilled Close

Thematic cavalry
CAVALRY

Charging Lancer - 129 - 4,6
Formed Loose

Kataphraktoi
CAVALRY

Short Spear Devastating Chargers 219 Melee Expert (43)

4,6
Formed Loose

Frankish/Norman 
mercenaries

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer Devastating Chargers 118 Melee Expert (23) 4,6

Formed Loose

Byzantine 2nd grade 
thematic cavalry

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer - 105

Dismountable (5), 
Combat Shy (-28)

Note: Cavalry dismount as Formed Loose, Protected, Average (or Poor if downgraded to Poor), Short Spear.

4,6
Formed Loose

Horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 94 - 4,6
Formed Flexible

Upgrade Frankish/Norman 
mercenaries 

CAVALRY
Charging Lancer Devastating Chargers 166 Melee Expert (32)

Later Nikephorian Byzantine3324
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Average - 0
Protected - 12

Exceptional - 0
Protected - 6

Average Unskilled 0
Protected Javelin 18
Average - 0

Protected - 36

Average Experienced  
Protected Bow All or none
Average Experienced  

Protected Bow =

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 12

Average Experienced  
Unprotected Bow All or none

Mercenaries
INFANTRY

Short Spear - 70 Shoot & Charge (2) 6,8,9
Formed Loose

6,8
Drilled Close

Varangian guard 
INFANTRY

Long Spear Shield Cover, Shove 190 Dismountable (10) 6
Drilled Close

Varangians
INFANTRY

Short Spear Shieldwall, Shove 91 Melee Expert (16)

Drilled Flexible

Rear ranks (1/2 TUG)
INFANTRY

- - 80

6,8
Drilled Close

Regrade Skutatoi

Front ranks (1/2 TUG)
INFANTRY

-
Shield Cover & Shoot, 

Spear Protection
113

Combat Shy (-22), 
Shieldwall (10)

6,8

Skutatoi
INFANTRY

Long Spear
Shield Cover, Integral 

Shooters
102 Combat Shy (-22)

Combat Shy (-22), 
Shieldwall (10)

 
Drilled Loose

------

Skirmishing horse archers
CAVALRY

- - 57 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6
Skirmisher

Note: LIST CHARACTERISTIC: Skutatoi. Spear Protection characteristic cancels Charge Phase Preferred Claims of Cv, Ch and Cm when standing to receive. LIST CHARACTERISTIC: 
Shield Cover & Shoot. Regraded Skutatoi may shoot and claim Shield Cover.
Shieldwall represents integral Manaulatoi strengthening Skutatoi formations. Rear rank bowmen with Shieldwall are allowed this characteristic if behind a front rank Close base.

Upgrade skirmishing horse 
archers

CAVALRY
- Cantabrian 73 Combat Shy (-4) 4,6

Skirmisher

Note: If taken, the regraded Varangian Guard must be in the army commander's command. 
SPECIAL RULE: The army commander may still be a floating general, directly commanding only the Varangian Guard. If so, the army commander must remain with the Varangian Guard 
(unless the guard are broken or the army commander killed).
SPECIAL RULE: Varangian Guard cannot claim Long Spear weapon when mounted. They are not subject to forced charges. This rule must be proactively pointed out to opponents at the 
beginning of setting up.

Version 2025.01: 1st January 2025 MAXIMUS © Simon Hall



Later Nikephorian Byzantine3324

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Bow 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 6

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Javelin 9

Average Experienced 0
Unprotected Sling 6

6,9
Skirmisher

- 33 - 6
Skirmisher

Skirmishing archers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 40 -

Changes from last version
None.

6,9
Skirmisher

Slingers
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 35 - 6
Skirmisher

Skirmishing javelinmen
INFANTRY

- Combat Shy 25 -

Rus javelinmen
INFANTRY

Short Spear
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